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v4 x Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance, 


_ of all ſpiritual endowments, Rev. 3 17. 1 Tim, 6.4. As for inſtance, ir is 
| |  ro;be obſerved, (can never be enough beyailed)) that generally through- 


our the Land people of all ſorts (young and old, rich and poor) eſpecially 
the poor , are ſo invincibly zgnorant, that (remaining ſo) it is impoſſi- 
ble (ſofar as I am able to judge by the#07d of God; ) that ever they 
thould be ſaved, | " 

As ask them theſe queſtions, How do you hope to be ſaved > They will 
anſwer, By my prayers and good endeavours. Have you never broke this 
.or that Commandment , Thor ſhalt have no other $ods but the Lord. Thou 
ſhalt not kill. Thoy ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery > No,ne- 
ver they thank God. are you prog ? No, not they , Whar ſhould they 
be proud of > and many. the like. As for Origizal fin, they know not 
Ghar ir means. Nor is thereany convincing them, that they were born 
finners into the world. Yeay letra Miniſter come to them upon their 
death-bed,' and queſtion with them abour their eſtares , or-ask them how 
_ ſouls fare, and what peace they have > What will be their man» 
ner of anſwering ? ( eſpecially if they have'not been notorious offen+ 
ders) Are they a whit troubled fer Sm, exher Original or afiual? Or 
will they acknowledge themſelves in a loſt condition withour Chriſt ? 
No, their conſciences are ar quier, and they are at peace with themſelves 
and all the world ; and they thank God, no fin troubles them nor ever did; 
They have been no Murtherers, no Adulterers, no common Drunkards ; 
neither have they been Opprefſors, (For they are ſo blind and ignorant, 
thar they think the Commandment is not broken,- if the outward groſs ſin 
be forborn, ) Yea,will they ſay, 1 do not know thar I have wronged man, 


woman, or child, © 1 have becn a Proteſtant, and gone to Church all my 
daies, 
A.l 


Se . 
SeF, 2, Yea ſo far are they from being ſenſible of their wants, thar 


you ſhall hear them brag of their faith, works, and good meaning ; of Y 


echejr juſt and upright dealing : the goodneſs of their hearrs, the ſirengrh 
of rheir faith, hope ; and that they never doubted in alltheir lives. Yeaz 
that it-were pity they ſhould live, if thty did notbelecve in Chriſt , 
and hope to be ſaved by him. The uſual expreſſions of formal Chriſts- 
ans, and Proteſtants at large : who know nor what faith, hope, or a good 
heart means, no more then Nicodermims knew what it was tobe bota 
2gair. 

, All which anſwers and brags of theirs do imply , that they are as 
righreons as.Chri(t him ſelf, or Adam in the- State of innocency : for he 
thar can clear himſelf from pride, or the breach of ary one Command- 
ment, or from Original fin ; may clear himſeli from all fn wharſccver ; 


'and if ſo, what need of Chriſt? Yea, what pefſibility js there thar 


S&: 
TA 


"B15: Ihe 1.53. | \7 


_ ever ſuchaſoul ſhould have any benefir by Chriſt? ho came not tocall 


therighteons, (vize ſuch as think theniſelves ſo) but weary and heaty- 
faden ſran:1s to repentance, Matth,16,6, & 15,24 & 18.11 9.1 2,13.1 Tix. 
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Selt. , 

Again, this isan infallible truth, char wichour repenrance there is no 
being ſaved; and what hope of their ſerious and unfained repentance? 
For fin muſt be ſeen, before ir can be ſorrowed for, A man muſtknow 
himſelf fch, before he will ſeek ro the Phyſcian. Yea where is. no diſcovery 
of the diſeaſe, rhe recovery of the health is in vain hoped for, Which makes 
Gyprian ſay , thar ir is as mcer loſt labour, to preach unto a man the things 
of God, before he is humbled with rhe ſighr of his wants : as to offer light 
to - blinde man, to ſpeak toa deaf man, or to labour to make a brute beaſt 
wiſe, 
' Beſides , if wee look ro be ſaved by any thing tharwe candoz Chriſt 
can profirus nothing. For the Sox of man # come 10 ſeeh , and to ſave only 
that which was loſt : the loſt ſh:ep of the houſe of Iſrael , Matth. 18. 12. 
Luke 19.10, 1Tim.1 15. even ſuch as urrerly deſpair in regard of all 
other helps. Nor is he any way fic for abſplution , who findes nor him- 
ſelf worthy of condemnation. We ſhall find no ſweetneſs in Chrifts blood , 
ti:l we feel the ſmart of our own ſins. Yea, no men under Heavez are in 
ſo hopeleſs a condition as they , who think to be ſaved by their perfor- 
mances, or any otherrhing or means, then by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone. Ir faring withrhem as it doth with unskillfal ſwimmerg: who when 
they begin ro ſink, if they catch hold of wredg in the borrom, the faſter they 
bold,the ſurer they are to be drowned. 

53. SeS; IV: | 

Fox'thly and laffly, there necds'no mare to condemn theſe men, then 
their ignorance of ſuch ſaving rrurhs : eſpecially, inſuch glorious rimes 
of light and grace as theſe are; wherein they may hear the Word 
preached every day in the wzek, if they did not f'phr and diiregard ic , 
which aggravares their fin exceedingly : For though ir be enough , ther 
God bath fet down bis wilt in- bis Word moſt plainly, and we mzy read , 
or hear ir read, (were ir at any rate) andthat the Epitomy of the whole 
Law is writ in every mans heart ; whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
unto you,even ſo do. ye unto th:m,Matth.7.12.C(As it ſerves not a Malefadtors 
turn, to plead 7gvorantiam juris, he knew northe Law of bis Prince 
which he hath broken : for if rhe Kzng have once proclaimed any thing, and 
the ſubjeft #er ſufficient time of norifying his will, be ignorant of ir ; 
ar his own peril be ir.) Yer ro beaffcRedly ignorant, and to ſhut thery 
eyes again(} the light of the Goſpel, is by far more damnable 2 this is a fin 
with a witnefſe. As whar ſays our Saviowr > Fohn 3.19. This is the con- 
demnation, that lizht is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs ra-- 
ther then light, becauſe their deeds were evil. And ſo on the concrary , 
This is life eternal,-to know thee the onely true God, and Jeſip Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent, Joh. 17.3. Beſides, without knowledge, the ited can- 
not be good, as wiſe Solomon affirms, Prov.1g. 2, A man may hop the: 


will of God, and yer not do ic ; burhe cannoc doir, excepe he knowir, + 


Neither can he be born of God, har knowerh him nor, x oh. 4-7. nor 


can he loye God, verſe #. Whence tharrerrible rexc; Fer. 19.25, Pour 4 
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4 ' Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance. 

out thy ſury upen the Heathen that know thee not, Pſal. 79.6. And that other 
more rertible,. -2-Theſ. 1.7,8. The Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Hea- 
wen,in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that know not God. Whence 
the Prophet I/azah is peremprery, It is a prople of no underſtanding, there- 


fore he that made them , will not bave mercy upon them ; and be that formed . 


them , will ſhew. them 10 favour, Ia. 27.11. 

Obſerve theſe Scriprures you ignorant ſouls, that think your. jgns-. 
rance will excuſe you : and ler not Satan, nor your deceitſull hearts ſo 
delude you, as,to think thar God is in feſt, where he ſaith , My people 
are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge ; and becauſe thou haſt rejeffed khnow- 
tedge , I will alſo rec thee. Haſea 4. 6. Or if you do, you ſhall one day 
find him i carneft. For as you know not Chriſt here, ſo when you. ſhall 
Taok for entrance inte his K/#gdome hereafter, he ſhall ſay unto you, De- 
part from me, I know you not, Matth. 25. 12,41, which will be.-bur a ſad 
ſaying; And far berter were it, that you were ignorant of all: other 
things : which makes 'St Par ſay, I defire to. know nothing among. you, 
fave Feſus Chriftz and bim Crucified, oh | | 
5 : Seft. V. | 


e. Now vhis being the caſe of millions in this City, and ſo all the Land ger: 


Wes aved, 8s our Saviour affirms, Matth 7.1 3,14, & 20.16, Andthartthe 
zvole worid lieth in withedaeſs, as St fobn ſpeaks, x Foh.5.19. And that 


be can we other then conclude, Thar few (even amongſt us) ſhall be 


the aumber of thoſe whom Satan ſhall deceive, 1s as the ſand of the Sea, Rev. 
50.8. & 13.15,16,17: 1/a.T0.,22.R0m:9.27, -!, | | 
V Vhich being ſo, I hold my ſelfbound ro acquaint them, what every 
enc muſt of neceffiry know, or they cannot be-ſayed : the which 1 will 
do ina few lines, that all (who will ) may have the benefir. thereof 
VVherefore ler all ſuch ( zf they bave ears ) beay whar 1 ſhall ſay/unro 
rhem our of God's Word , in laying open theſe three Fundanental painciples 
before mentioned, fi © Selb... Vids 912 L501 1650 
Touching the bounty and g80dne[s of G O D in Man's Creation, theſe things 
would be known. | ae | 7% ew 
| x. Thar God in the beginning made man in Paradiſe, afcerall his oxhen 
works ; that he might come as to a ſumptous palace ready furniſhed,,! i; i, 
2. Thache was made a compendium, and abridgment of all rhe ether 
ercarures : as being a little world of himſelf; for whereas Planets have be- 
ing, not life ; Plants have life, nor ſenſe ; beaſts have ſenſe, not reaſen; An- 
gels have being, life, reaſon, nor ſence ; Kan hath all, and contains in bins 
more generalicy then the Anzels ;. viz, being, life, ſenſe, reaſon, 
3. Chat as hz was made Lozd of, and had dominion ever all ; ſo. he did 
£exccll all other vitthle creatures, | | 
. Intl-ar he had a reaſonable ſoul, 
Inthart he hath a [peaking tongue, | 
. In thar he was made upright, with his face [;ſted up to veaven-ward » 
. In that 27 :b:ings were made ſubjeft to bim, 
. lo that he was made after tbe Image of God, 
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Mereeſpecially we are ro know, thatas God made all things elſe for. 
mans uſe and fervice 2 ſo he created man (male and female) more im- 
mediately fer his own honor, and ſervice; and did: accerdingly adorn 
him with gifts, and abilities above all other viſible creatures, For God 
made us ( had not we anmade our ſelves ) after his own Image, endowing 
us ( as with reaſonable, and immorral fouls, ſo ) with perfeRion of all 
rrue wiſdome, holineſs, and righteouſneſs ; writing his L2w in our hearts , 
and giving us ability to obey, and fulfil the ſame in every point ; and. 
withal a power to ſtand, and for eyer”'ro continue in a moff blefled and 
happy condition, free from all miſery, and ro enjoy a ſweer, and blefſ=4 
Communion with his Creator, So rhar man was created very good, did 
clearly and perfe&ly know rhe whole wiff, and works of his Maker ; 
was able our of the integrity of his ſoul, And firneſs of all the powers , 
fully, willingly and chearfully ro leave, obſerve, and obey his Maker, in 
every tittle and circumſtance he required, and ro love 15 nerzhbour as 
himfelf * ſo thar neither the minde did conteive , not the heart defire, nor 
the body purt.in execurion any thing , but thar which", was acceptable , 
and wcll pleaſing unto God , as theſe inſuing Scriptures do plainly prove, 


”. 


Gen.1.26,2730. Eccleſ,7.29. Rom.2.14,15. 


Sea. VILE 


VVhich being ſo, how ſhould ir humble us, and make us aſhamed ef our 
preſent condition; and wirhal ſet us on fire with a holy zeal, co our- ſtrip 
and go before all rhe reſt of the Creatures in obeying our Creator; as 
far as he did make us our-ſtriprhewm all. in ſpiri:ual and divine excellen« 
cies? whereas hicherro, they have our-ſtripr and gone defore us in a high 
degree : asfor Inſtance. Though we arc bound to praiſe and ſerve God 
above any creature whatfoever, in that all the creatures were ordained 
for our ſakes ; yer heaven, earth, and ſea; all rhe elements, all the crea- 
tures, obey the Ford of God, and ſerve bim as they did ac fiſt ; yea, call 
upon us to ſerve him; onely men for whom rhey were all nizde , moſt in- 
gratefully rebel againſt him. As if you confider it righcly, the obedience 
of inſenfible and bruir crearures unto the will of God , is. a grear check 
and reproof unto rhe diſebedience ef man. Man is rhe chiefeſt of crea- 
rures, and they'the loweſt ; yer do they as far exceed him in obedience, as 
he dorh them in natural eminency, The Stork and the Swallow know 
th:ir appointed tim's ; The Ox knoweth his owner, and the Ae bis maſters 
crib 3 the Sea moverth in a ſetrled and unmoving courſe ; che. Stars fir 
their many changes, to a eddy rule anſwerable ro the will of him-thar 
never changeth. © The Lord by Moſes bur ſpake ro the rock, and ir gave wa- 
ter roche thirſty Iſraelites ; he bur. commanded the clouds to rain dewn 
Manna ,, and the win4e to bring them in ®uails, for the ſatisfying of 
their hy»ger, .and they did ſo, Yea,.he..bur bade the Ravens bring: bread 
and fleſh te Elijah, and they did it. In like manner did the wjnde 
and ſea, Matth, 8. 27. the Lions, Dan. $. 22. .thoſe ryo ſhe-bears, 

| AZ 2 Kings 
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2 Knys 2,24. the Fire, Dan. 3.27. the Earth, Numb.16.19,to 27, obey 
the voice of the Lord, and many the like ſpoken of in Scripture, Bur 
mgn is wholly gone aſtray from his rule ; and nor only runnerh from 3t, 


bue againſt it : ſo thar he is far worſe, then things worſe then himſelf. 


Which were it rightly conſidered, wouid be enough to melt an beart of 
Adamant : For was this the principal] end, for which men were created in 
ſuch a glorious condition > That we might honor, love, and ſerve our 
Creator, and injoy communion and happineſſe wich him for ever ; and are 
we {o far fromexcelling the reſt of the creatures, that we are become 
more diſobedient, and rebellious ro God, rhen any one of them , excepr 
Satan himſelf ? One would chink ir ſhould make all, ( that thirſt not after 
their own damnation) not onely to hace, and diſlike themſelves for ir : 
bur force us with all poſſible ſpeed and induſtry , ro ſeek our the cauſe , 
and how to recover our {clyes out of this wretched and damnable con- 
dicion, : 

Sed. VIII, 

_ itwill be demanded how this comes to be fo> and what was the 
caule ; 

To whichT anſwer ; God ar firſt , entred into Covexant with our fr 
Parents as publite perſons; both in behalf of rhemſelves, and all thar 
ſhould proceed our of their loines; and ſo thar whatſoever gifts, privi- 
ledges and endowments they had beſtowed upon them, ſhould be conri- 
nued ro them and theirs, onely upon condition of rheir loyalric, and per- 
ſonal obecience (of which the tree of liſe wasa pledge : ) and they 
ſhould have azd injay them, or loſe and be deprived of them, aiwel for their 
eff-fpring, as tor themſelves, as they ſhould keep or tranſgreſs bis royal Law. 

Burt ſee how unworthily they demeancd themſelves, towards rhis their 
bounrifull Maker and Bexefattor 1 For whereas God placed them in Pa- 
radiſe , and gave them ſree liberry to eac of the fruit of every tree in the 
Garden ; ſave onely of the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; prohibiting 
them thar alone , even upon pain of eternal death to them and theirs ; 
they moſt perfidiouſly contemned , and brake this Law ; which (as ſun- 
dry circumſtances that do aggravate ir ſhcw) was a mvſt execrable and 


- damnable fin. As obſerve the {everal circumſtances ſer down by Moſes, to 


amplific the foulnefſe of their Fall : ar, 

Firſt, thar they d:\piſed, and made 1;ghr of the promiſe of God ; where- 
by they were commanded to hope for everlaſting life, ſo long as they con- 
rinued rheir loyalty and obedience, ; | 

2. There was in it an unſufferable pride and ambition, in thar he 
could nor content bimſelf with being Lord of the whole Univerſe 2 
bur he muſt be equal untc Ged ; and every way like his Maker. 

3. VVhat greater unbclief could there be > when he gave more credit 
ro the Serpent, in ſaying, he ſhould nor die ; then to God, who immediarely 
before tells them, that it he did fin in cating the forbidden fruit, he ſhould 


4, ln this fin was notonely unkindneffe not te be parallel'd : bur 
willful 
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wilfull murther of himſelf, and all his poſterity, whiom he knew were to 
ſtand or fall with him. 

5. Hercin was foul epsſtaſy from G od to the devil: ro whom (chargingGod 
with lying, envy, malice, &c,) he revolted, and adhered, rather then tide 
to his Maker. 

And to theſe might be added many the like circumſtances. which prie- 
vouſly aggravate the fin of our firſt Parents,and make it ſo deadlyineffet. 
For hereby ir is, we nor onely loſt our blefſed. communion with. God ; thas 
the Imaze of God after which they were creared,was forthwith-aboliſhed , 
and blorred our : bur that many grievous miſerics and puniſhments, came 
in the room of ir : ſo that in the place of wiſdom, power, holineſs, eruth 
righteouſneſs, and the like ornaments, wherewith we had been cloathed , 
there hath ſuccceded theſe and the like : 

1. This their fin hath filled our whole man with corruption. 

2, Ir hath made us become veſſals unto ſin and Satan. 

3. Ir hath diſabled us from underſtanding the will, and obſerving the 


Commandments of the Lord, 

4, Ir cauſed us ro loſe our right unto , and ſoveraignty over the crea- 
res. 

5. Ir makes our perſons and a&ions unacceptable ro GoZ. 

6, Ithath caſt us our of Gods favour, and made us liable, and ſubje& 
to all the plagues and miſeries of this life ; and to endleſs, caſleſs, and 
remedileſs rorments in the life re come. 

: Sef. 1X, 

And the reaſon is, Our Firf Parents being the r00t of all mankinge , 
and inſtead of all rheir poſteriry before: they had iflue : and the Cove. 
nant being made with them as publick perſons ,> nor for themſelves one- 
ly, bur for their Poſterity ; who were to (tand or fa# with them : they 
being left rothe freedom of their own wills, in tranſgreſſing the com- 
mandment of God by eating the forbidden fruit, through the remprati. 
on of Satan : have made us, and all mankind deſcending from them by 
ordinary generation, as guilty of their fin , as any heir is liable to bis fa- 
thers debt, Their a& being ours; as the afÞ of a Knight, or Burgeſs in the 
Parliament Houſe, is - the af# of the whole« County, in whoſe name, and 
room they fir, and whom they repreſent : by which means our Nature 
is ſo corrupred, that we are utterly indiſpoſed and made oppoſite un'o 
all thar is ſpiritually good , and wholly inclined co all evil, and thar 
continually ; and have alfo loſt gur communion with God, incurred 
his diſpleaſure and curſe ; ſo as we are juſtly liable ro all puniſhments both 
in this life, and in the life ro come. 

Nog for the fuller confirming and amplifying of what hath been ſaid , 
rouching Original fn ; take only theſe enſuing Scriptures, and Aphoriſms , 
wathout any needleſs connexion ; oy _—_ be ſo much the briefer, 

Sch. A, 
Amongſt many orhers,the moſt pregnant Scriptures forge confirming of 


this poinr, I held co be theſe, 


. Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance, 


The fathers bave eaten ſowre Lrapes, and the- childrens tetth ave /2t on 
edge, Jer.31.29, was atrue proverb, though by. thera abuſed, By one 
man fin entered iuto the world, and death by fin : and ſo death paſſed upon 
all men, im whon all have ſinned, Rom. 5.1z, tozt. Yhocan brine a clean 
thing out of an unclean ? not one, Job.14.4. Sc: Chap, 15.r4,15,16. We 
are all as au unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy raxs, 
Jſa.64, 6. By the works of ' the Law, there (hall na fleſh be juſtified in his 
fieht, Rom. 3.20, There uno! difference, for all have ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God, Roin.3.21,22,23. And God ſaw that the wickedne(s 
of man was great in tbe earth ; aud that every.imagination of the thoughts of 
bu beart was: only evil continually, Andit repented the Lord that be had 
mide man, Gen. 6.5,6, .Both Fews and Gentiles are all under ſix : 
As it 1s written, there « #oxe rigbteous, no not one. There 1s none that 
underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeheth after God; They are all gone 
$; ont of the way , they are altogether become unprofitable; there us none that 
E-1  Aoeth good ', no met one. Their throat u an open ſepulchre, the 
poyſon of Aſps 1s under their lips, there is no ſear of God before their eyes 
Rom, 3.9,to 29, Out of the beart proceed evil thoughts, murthers, adulte- 


'$ 


20,21. hence come wars,and fightings among(t-you ? come they not hence ? 
even of your lafts that war in your members, James 4.1, #nto them that 
are unbelieuing is nothmg pure © but even their mmde and conſcience 18 
defiled, Tit.1.15. 1 ſee another Law in my members, warring againſt 
the Law of my minde ; and brinzing me into captivity to the Law of ſia which is 

| 3n my members. (Q wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me fron the body 
of this death, &c+ Rom,7.14,to 25. where the Apoſtle ſpeaks all rhis, and 
a great deal. more of himſcif ; ſee Epheſ.2.2,3. Gal.3.10, 

Yer how many that grieve for their other ſins, which are never trou- 
bled for their Original corruption) which ſhould above all be bewailed, 
even as the mother and nurſe of all the reſt ; and thought worthy nor of 

our fighs alone, bur of - our tcars. For this isthe great wheel . of the 

Wo Clock, char ſets all che other wheels a moving, while ic ſeems ro move 

8 ſloweſt, And never did any truly and orderly repent , that began nor 

YM Here ;.eſtceming ir the. moſt foul and hateful of all, as Drvids Pſal. 51. 5. 

And Pan, crying our of ir as the moſt ſecret, deceirfull, and powerfull evil , 


oy Rom. 7.2324 And indeed, if we bur clearly ſaw rhe foulneſs and de- 
= | ccirtulneſs of it.z we would not ſuffer our ey/F ro ſi:ep, nor our eye-lids 
En | zo ſlumber, until a happy change had wroughttheſc hearts of ours (which 


by nature are no beter then ſo many ſtycs of unclean Devils): ro become 
babitatzons for the Gad of Facob. | | 
41: 868, XL 

We are the curſed ſeed of rebellious parents ; neither need we any more 

ro condemn us, chen what we brought inco the world with.us. In Adam the 

| root of all, weallfo finned ; that it we had no inhercar fin of our own,this 
| wiped fin of his, were enough ro damn us; 

3 &:r fic! Fare3's were the 703, we are the brazches t if the root be 

| nk _— > bitter 


». 4 & 
» bd 
-— _ OS ER 


R {x 
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bitter, the branches cannot be better. They were the fountain, 


ſprings. © if the fountain be filchy, ſo muſt the Frmpgs. VVhence ir is, 


that holy David cries our ; Behold, 1 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 


.* mother conceive me, Pſal. 51.5. 


Tantillus puer, tantus peccatoy, ſaith St Auſtin: when a little childe, Tt 


; was a great ſinner. Asin the litcle and tender bud, 1s infolded thy leaf, the 
| bloſſom, and the fruit; ſo even inthe heart of a young child, there is a 


bundle and pack of folly laid up, as Solomon affirms, Pro.22. 15. And 
as Moſes (peaks, The thoughts of mans heart are evil, even from his childhood, 
Gen.6 5, &8.21. 

VVe broughr a world of fin into the world with us ; and were con- 
demned, ſo ſoon as concerved : we were adjudged to eternal death , before 
we lived a temporal life, As admic thou hadſt never offended, in the 
leaſt thoughr, word, or deed all thy life : yea, admit thou couldeſt now 
keep all the commandments , aRually and ſpiritually ; yet all 
this were nothing, ir could norkeep thee out of Hell : fince rhar 
Original fi2 which we drew from the loins of our firſt Parents, is enough-to 
damn us. | h 

Sin and corruption are the riches that we bequeath ro our children ; 
rebellion the inherirance that we have purchaſed for them, death the 
wages that we have procured them. God made us after his own image ; 
bur by fin we have turned the mage of God inro the image of Satan : 
Yea, like Satan we can do nothing elſe bur ſin,and make others ſen too, who 
wou 1d nor ſo (in bur for us. | | 

As a furnace continually fþarkles, as the raging Sea foams, .and caſts uy 


' mire and dirt, an\ as a filthy dunghil does continually reak forth, agd eva- 


porate odious odors t ſo do eur hearts naturally ſtream forih umſavory erutt- 
tions, unholy Jluſts and motions, even conrinually. 
As, O the infinirely intricate windings and turnings of the dark Ia- 


! byrinths of mans hearc 1 who findes nor in himſelf , an ind;ſpoſition of 


minde to all zeod, and an inclination to all evil ? O the ſtrange monſters, 


. the ugly, odious, hideous fiends ; the ſwarms, litters, legions of noiſom 


luſts that are covched in the ſtinking, ſtyes' ofevery one of our deceirfull 


hearts ! infomuch, rhar if all our thoughts did bur break forth into ation we 


ſhould not come far ſhort of the D-vils rhemſelves, 
Sea. X1I. 
And as the bealthieft body is ſnbjef to the mortalleſt 4 [eaſe ; ſo there is 
no fin ſo odious, unte which of our ſelves we are nor ſufh-iently inclinable. 
For Original (in, in which we are all born and bred, container in ir ſelf 


the ſced of all ſins ; char fearfull ſn againſt the Holy Goſt ic ſelf nor excepr+ 
x cd. 


Such venemous natures we have ; thar never was there any villany 
committed by any forlorn miſcreanc , whereunto we have nor a diſpo- 
firion in our ſelves. Inſomuch , that we ought to be humbled, even for 


| thoſe very ſins, from which we are in a manner exempt 2 For thar Cain's 
4 envy, IhmaePs ſcoffing, Rab(Þ:4a's rapling , Shimei's curſing , Senacheris's 


G, p bla/pher 
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blaſphemy, Doegs murther, Pharaohs cruelty, Soloms luſt, Fudas by trea- 
fon, Jultans apoftacy, &#c. are nor our fins, and as much predominant 
in us, asthey were in each of them ; it is onely Gods free grace and 


goodneſs, Forall of them ſhould have been thipe and my fins, if God * 
had left us to our ſelves. Lord, ſairh Sr Ari, thou haſt forgiven. me ' 
choſe fins which 1 have done, and thoſe fins which onely by thy grace I * 


have nor doxe : they were done in our inclination to them, and. even 


thar inclination needs Gods mercy, If we eſcape rtempration, ir is his | 


mercy ; if we ſtand in temprarion, ir is his mercy ; if our wills conſent not, 
it is his mercy ; if we conſent,and the a&be hindered, ir is his mercy ; if we 
ſall, and 13ſe again by repemance, all is his mercy, 


We cry out of Cain, Fudas, Fultan , the Sodomitrs : alas, they are bur | 


glaſſcs to ſee our own ſacrs in : For as iu water, face anſwereth toface ; 
fo doth the heart of man to man, (ayes Solomon, Prov. 27.19. Even hating 
of God, is by the Holy Ghoſt charged upen all men. Rom. 1.30. Fobn 15.239 
24,25, VVe areall cur our of the ſ2me picce; and as there is the ſame 
nature of all Lzons, ſo of all men. 

There is no part, power, funttion, or faculty, either of our ſouls or bodies, 
which is not become a ready inſtrument to: di{honer Ged 3 our hearr is 
a 100t of all cerruption, a {eed plor of all fin; cur eyes are eyes of va- 
nity, our ears are cars of folly, cur months mouths of deceir, our hands 
hands of iniquity ; and every pare does diſhonor God ; which yer would 
be glorified of him. The underflandiag which was given us to learn ver- 
rue, is apt nowto apprehend nothing, bur fin ; the will which wasgiven 
us to affe& righteouſneſs, is spr now to love nothing but wickedneſs ; the 
memory which was given us to remember good things, is apt now to keep no- 
thing burevil things. &c, For ſin [the a ſpreading leproſte, 1s ſo grown over 
x5, that from the crown of our heads, to the ſole of our feet, there is nothing 


whole therein, but wounds,and ſwellixes,and ſores full of corruption. To be . 


ſhort, we are as Traitors, condemzed to ſufter eternal torments in Hell. fire , 
being onely reprieved fora time. \ - 
Sef. X1I1IT, . 
And ſo much of Original fin, which is the pravity, naughtineſs, and 


corruption of our Nature, Pſal.5 1.5. Now of aftual fin, which is the . 


rranſgrefſion of Gods Law, 1 Joh.3.4. when evil thoughts are conſent- 
ed unto, and performed in outward deeds, Fames 1.15, Touching which 
we are to know, and take norice ; that | 

+ The Law of God is ſpiritual , and therefore requireth, nor onely out- 
ward obedience in word and deed ; bur alſo 'xward in minde and beart,and 
thar chiefly : neither doth ir forbid onely the commirting of ourward 
fins in word and deed ; bur alſo all the ſecrer corruprions of the mind and 


- heart. Kom.7.13314,15. Mat. 5.21,22,27,28, 1 7obn 3.15. 


Again, where any duty is commanded,chere the means which tend there- 
to arc exjoyned ; and where any vice is forbidden, there the occaſions, provs- 
cations, and all:rements rending therero are alſo forbidden. Again , 

Ic is not enough ro do*that which is good ſor ſubſtance; except we do 
» i 
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ic well alſo in regard of circumſtances ; as namely, that ir flows from a 
/pious and good heart, ſanRified bythe holy Ghoſt; and be done in 
\faith, obedience ro the word, humility, ſaving knowledge and ſincere love 
*to God, xeal of his glory, and a defire re edifice and win others; of 
which I might give you inany examples ; as of the Fews faſtine, I[a. 


"58,3, 8. of thoſe reprobates preaching in C hriſls name , and caſting out 


devils, -Matth.7.21,2223. of Cain's ſacrificing, 1 Foha 312. He offered, 
and Godgbhorred ; becauſe he cared nor ſor the manner, rodo ir well, 
God cared nor for his offering, though the a& was good. Simon Magus 
believed, Herod liſined, Felix feared, Saul obeyed, Zexabel faſted, rhe 


. Phariſees prayed : bur becauſe they did nor believe ſo, bear ſo, fear ſo,obey 
* fo, faſt ſo, and prayſo as God required,and as is before related , they were 


+ never the more regarded for what they did, For love is the fountain of 
obedzence ; and ail exteynal obedience to God without inward love, is 
hypocriſie : whereas Chriſt commends ro his diſciples, rhe care of keeping his 
commandments arighr, as the urmoſt teſtimony of their love anto him , 
7oh.15.10. * » Se@. XIV; 

VVhich belng ſo, how ofc and how many wayes do we ail offend > For 
if we bur narrowly look into our hearts and lives : we. ſhall cafily pet- 
ceive, thar there is not one of thoſe righr eous precepts, ſer down, Exod. 


| 20. which we have nor broken , tep thouſand times , and ten thouſand 


wayes, Yea, O God, ( may the beſt of us ſay ) there is no vezn inme , 


. thar js nor full of the blood of thy Son , whom I have crucified and 


crucified again - by multiplying, many, and often repeating the. ſame 
ſins; rhere is no arteryin me, that hath nor the ſpirir of error, rhe ſpiric 
of pride, of paſſion. of luſt, the ſpirit of giddineſſe in ir.; no bone in me, 
that is nor hardexed with the cuſtome of fin , nouriſhed and ſuppled with 


; the marroiy of (in ; no ſinews, no /igaments , which do not tye and chain 


fin and fin rogether, Yea, 1f we bur watch over our own hearts nar- 


* rowly one day: we ſhall inde an army of unclean choughrs and deſires 


there, perpetually fighting againſt ourſouls. V Vhereby we are continu- 


| ally rempred, drawn away and enticed through our own concupiſcence. 


| As how many remprarions come in by thoſe C:nque ports the ſences? how 
; many more by Satans irjettions ? preſenting to the affetF;ons things ab- 
ſcar from rhe ſences > bur moſt of all by lyſt ic ſelf, ( a thing not creared 


' yeras quickas thought) cumbling over a thouſand defires in one hour : 


For the devil and our fleſh meer rogerher every day, and hour ; ro ingen » 
der new fins, which is the reaſon our fins are counted among hole 
things which are infinite : as the haics of our head, the ſands of the Sea, 
the ſtars of Heaven. 

VVe are ſwifc to allevil, bur' to all goed immoveable ; when wedo 
evil, we doir cheerfully, and quickly, and cafily ; bur if we do any 
good, we do it faintly, and rawly, and flackly, VVe have ulcd all our 
wiſdom , ro commir the fooliſhneſſe of fin ; our whole converſation bath 

| been to ſerve Satan, and fulfil rhe luſts of the fleſh, VVe even fuck in 
| iniquity like water, and dra on ſn as 't were with cart-rope# © Iſa, 5.1 : 
Toy: ; 
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It hath been rhe courſe of our whole life,to leave that which God commands, 
and to do that which he forbids, The Word and Spirit may work in us ſome 


flaſhes of defire and purpoſes of bertrer obedience : bur we are conſtant in 
nothing,. bur.in perperuall offending ; onely therein; we ceaſe nor : for 
when we are waking, our fleſh remprggys £@ wickedneſs ; if we are fl:epinz,ir 
ſollicirs us ro filthineſs. 


Whatever God commands, we do the contrary : We prophane h's | 


Dayes, contemn- his Ordmances , reſiſt his word, grievs his Spirit, miſuſe 


bis Meſſengers, hate out 'reprovers, flandey and perſecute bis people, ſeduce | 


our friends, give ill example to our neighbours, open the menthes of God's, 


and our enemies, to blaſpheme thar glorious Name after which we are | 
called, and the truch we profeſs, Yea, we have done mere againſt God | 


in one week, then we have done for him ever fince we were born : and 


whereas the leaſt of Gods mercies is greater then all the courreſiesof men 2 / 


we are not ſo thankfull ro him for them all, as we are ro a friend for ſome 


one good turn. 
SeA. XV. 


Neither are we ſufficient of our ſelves ro think, much leſs to ſpeak , | 


leaſt of allro do ought thar is good, > Cor.3. 5. John 15. 4,5. There 
3s ſo mnch wearsſomzeſs, pride, paſſion, luſt, envy, ignorance, awhwardneſs , 
bypocriſie , mfidelity , vain thoughts , unprofitableneſs, and the like ; 
elcaving to our beſt a&ions, ro defile rhem : rhar even our praying , 


and fafting , and repenting ; our bearing , believing , and gjving ; our - 


holieft communication, our moſt brortherly admonition, ec. are in 


themſelves as filthy rags, Iſa. 64. 6. were rhey nor accepred in Chriſt, _ 


covered with his rightcouſneſs,. and waſhed white in his moſt precious 
blood, | 7 

Our very righteouſneſs is as a menſtruous cloth, Iſa, 64.6, Whar then is 
our ſfinfulneſs > As bring we our lives to the rule ; Look how many fins 
are cheriſhed; ſo many falſe geds rhere are choſen, Look how many ctea- 
cures thou inordinately [oveſt, feareſt, truſteſt, rejoyceſt in; ſo many new 
gods haſt thou coined : and wilt rhou nor then pleade guilty, when the firſt 
and ſecond Commandment arraigneth thee > 

Thou canſt not away with ſwearing ; bur doſt thou reprove others for 
their ſwearing ? Didſt rhou never hear” Sermons unpreparedly, irreve- 
rently, exc > Does thy heart upon a Sabbath reſt from'worldly rhoughts> 


& 


much more thy rongue from world)y ſpeeches > There is murther of the 


heart, hatred : Haſt nor thou murthered thy neighbours -ſoul, by thy 


peg ligence,. perſwaſion, evil example, &c. Thou haſt nor ſtoln, bur haſt 
thou nor cevered > Haſt thou been liberal ro choſe that are owners of a 
part of thy goods ? haſt thou nor robÞd thy brother of his good name ? 
which is above filver and gold. Haſt nor thou robb'd God of his worſhip ? 
of his Sahbaths ? of his Tythes, &c. Lying, flattereng, detraftiag, liſtning 
70 talts , yea nor defending thy brothers gaod name, is ro bear talſe wit- 
neſs. 7 = : 
Haſt thou" kepr the Tenth Commandment ? which condemns the 
di very 


Ver 
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ande, very firſt motions of fins, ſpringing 'out of our hearts, though preſently 
ſome rejected ; and a thouſand the like 7. and yer for every drop of wickedneſs 
nr in |thac ivin the life, there is a ſea in the heart char feeds ir, f 
for © 2 SE TR IO L 
#z,ic | ?True,if theu lookeſt on thy fins in Satans falſe 'glaſs.thar will make them 
[ſeem lighr, and contemptible 3 bur behold them in' the cleat and perfect 
> hs glaſs of Gods law, and they will appear abominable. Which makes'our Sa- 
iſuſe Viour call hatred, murther ; a wantoit-tye, adultery; &rc. Yea,confider thy fins 
duce |T3bily, and they will appear as the "Zudaſſes thar betrayed; the Souldiers 
1s, thar-apprehended, bound ſmore, and wounded thy Saviour, 25 the gall and 
are | vinegar in his mouth;:ſpittle on his face,thorns on his head, nails in his hands, 
God ſpear in his fede, &r6. 31 * 
and This is'the way 'toknow thy ſelf finful + and as thus ro know thy ſelf., 
en: / isthe beſt Djvinity,. as Demonax ſaid ' of Philoſophy - ſo thus ro agert- 
"Ne | Pate thy ſins in thine own ſight, is the only way ro have them extenuated 
in the ſreht of God. Whence rhe more holy a childe-of God is , rhe more 
ſenſible he is of his own unholizeſs ; thinking none ſo vile ashimſelt 2 as 
th, Jcfared with holy Fob, -Fob- 46.4\-and'42.6, and with Iſaiah, chap. 6. 
ere $5. and 64.6, and with Saint Paul, 1 Tim. 1.15. Rom. 7* 14.t0 25, and 
[s, ith holy David , who almoſt in. every Pſalm ſo much bewails his fins, 0- 
e Keinat and attyat ; of omiffion and commiſſion. =_ 
7 , © * Carnal menare only troubled forthoſe fins that appear tothe - world 7; 
Dur . biir thoſe in 'whom Chriſt is formed anew, think they cannor be humbled 
in <enough for their: evil thaughts, 'vain and unprofitable words ,\or. the 
ft, evilwhichcleyves even ro rheir beſt aRions ;z for-fins of on3/ſi0nz" as the 
us _ wagrof faith, 'ahd\\love, 'and vepentdnace, want ' of the'' ttuc feariof God, 
« the negleA of prepmation, and unprofitable bearing;/oF praying, and/reart. 
is . ing,-incheir families, of inſtcu@ng » their childrery' and ſervants, : of ſa. 
ns | fifying the Sabbath, and ſeeing that all under them do rhe ſame ; 
a- © their unfruitfutneſs under the means: of grace, rheic not growing/in-grace, 
w | and the like.” Aid thus do all experimental Chriſtzens,alt har have ſpiri- 
| tualcies, The wanr' whereof Lrake'ro be rhe 'cartf© of: all deſperare 
' wickedneſs ; as whatelſe bur invincib!o igneranceisthe cauſe, why wic- 
kednefſe ſo abounts in'every corner ofthe 'Land'? Sin indeed arfirft was 
e- . the tauſe of ignorance-; bur new ?enorance is the cauſe of Sin, fwecaring, and 
> .' lying, and killing, andlealing, and whoting abound (faith che. Propher) be- 
70 pauſe there is nd knowledge of God in the land, Hoſe 4. 1, 2.: 11s a people 
y _ that do erre im their hearts , faies God; Why ? Betanſe they bave' nt 
t ' known myWays ; Pſal, 95.10. Te are deceived, (ſaithour Saviour) becauſe 
4 ye hnownot the Scriptures, neither the power of God, Marth. 22. 29. VVhen 
? _ Chriſtwepr over Fersſalem, what was the cauſe > Even their blindneffe. 
? * If thou bad known (laich he) at the leaſt ia this thy day, thoſe things which 
4 


or 


now are bid from thine eyes, Luke 19.42. Becauſe men know nor the wa- 
ges eCevil, therefore they doit : and becauſe they would ſecurely do it, 
therefore they refuſe ro knowjt, Othat men knew how good 2215 ron 

3+ 4 wn” obey 
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obey ; to diſobey. how evil ) for this would ſoon diſperſe and ds;pel all the 
black clouds of their reigning fins in a moment, If chey were wiſe, (ſairh +; 
Sr. Bernard) they would fore-ſce the torments of Hell, and prevent.them ; | 
bur they that wander in by-paths, declare themſelves ignoranrof the right- * 
way ot ſalvation, Rom- 3.17. I grant,many thar are wicked have a ſhew of ; 
wiſdom : bur ler them ſeem tv know never ſo much ; yer it is through ig- 3 
Noranco that they do ſo il}, Cece | 
| Sef. XVII, . ' 2 ns | 
And ſo having given you a ſhort ſurvey of our wretchedneſs ,- by f 
reaſon of Original fia, nnd afual tranſgreſſions ; by which: we muſt con. ore 
feſs ro have deſerved double damaation : 1 come now to declare the w 
means which God of his infinite goodnefſe harh found our, both for the © thi! 
fari>fying of his juſtice, and alſo treeing us from rhe guilr, and puniſhment * ly 
of cither. And that wi:b mas much brevity, as may ſtand with perſpi« rip 
Ccxity. | a4, _ 
Firſt in general we muſt undoubredly know,that the ſoleÞperſeffion of (b 
a Critian,'s che impetation of Celts righteouFneſſ: ; and the nor imputiti- a 


04 of his own uprighteouſneſſe, as appears bythe whole current of Scripture; wo 
of which a few. - : he. ” \ | 

Even the Son of t2an cam? to grve his life a ranſom for many. Mark, 10, 14 
45. As in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt (hall all ve made alive, 1 Cor, 15.21; . the 
22; As by one mans di{obcdience ,.. many were made ſenners : ſo bythe obe- "an 
dience of one, ſhall many be made rightegits,, &c. Rom. 5.18,-19, As byths fic 
offence of. one, the fault cam? on all men to condemnation : ſa by the juſtify- 
zz of one, the benefit ,abounded towards all men to the juſtification of. life,  N* 
Rom.F, 18. Unto Feſus Chriſt that loved us,and wiſhed:.us ſrom our ſing th 
#n his own blood, Rev. 1.5. The blopd of Feſus Chriſt bus. Son, cleanſeth us  N« 
from all onr (ins, 1. Joh.1.7. he is the neconciltation for our fins, &ci 1 Joh:z. | In 
I, 2, Hebath made him to be (in ſor ws, who knew no fin : that we might 
be made the riebteouſneſſe of God #n hims 2 Cor, y.2z, He was delivered to © 11 
death for our fins , .and is riſen again for our juſtification, Rom.4. 25. wha | d 
bis own ſelf, hare or: ſins in bis own body on the tree-; by whoſe (tripes we | Þ 
were healed, x Pet. 2,24. He was, wounded for onr tranſgreſſions, be was | il 
broken for our injquities » the thaſtiſement of our peace was uonhimt | "1 
and with bu [tripes -we 'were healed, Ia.53.5. Neither is there | R 


' ſalvation in any other '; for among men there is given none other name \ 


under Heaven wherebywe muſt be ſaved, AQts 4.12. Tae wages of . fin is 
deatb,but the gift of God is gternal life, through eſis Chriſt our Lord, Rom. | Þ 
6.23. I an the reſurreft;on and the life, he that belceveth in me although wv C 
be were dead, yet (þall he live, John 11.2 5. You bzth. be quickned, that-were r 
dead in tre/paſſes and ſons, Epheſ. 2.1, God ſo loved the world that he gave ' 
4 only begotten Son, thu whoſoever believeth in bim | ſhould not periſh , / 
bxt have everlaſting life. For Gal ſat not his Sox inte the warld, to condemn 
the werl4: but that the world throuzh bim might be ſaved, Jah. 4. 16.to 
20. . Rn 

God commentlecth bis love towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners , 


Cbri(t 


Proper means, to expel Groſs Igrorarce, t5 


the chriſt dig] for us : much more then being now juſtified by his blood, wt (ſpall 
ſairh « þe ſaved from wrath through bim. For if when we weve enemies , we were 
em; Fyeconciled to God by the death of his Sow : much more being reconciled, we 
ight- "ſhall be ſaved by bis life; Rom.5,6.to 11, read to the end of the Chaprer, 
wot Sce more John 1. 29. Adts 13.39. Rom. 6.4.to 23, and 8. 2, 3.and 16, 
t ig- 3,4.1Cor.15.56.Col.1. 14. Gal,3.23. Heb.g.28.1Per.i, 1$,19,20,1 Joh, 


#3.8. + 
SeA. XVIII. 
by As Chriſt was a finner onely by the imputation of our fins :fo we 
ons are juſt, onely by the impuration of his righteouſneſs. Our good works 
the yrs they never {o many and tare ) cannor juſtify us, or deſerve any 
” thing at Gofs hands : ir is onely in Chrift thar they are accepted, and on- 
ent | Iy for Chriſt that they are rewarded, Yea the opinion of chine own 
ſpi« | righteouſneſſe, makes thy condirion far worſe then rhe*wickedeſt mans 
.-'» / alive ForChriſt that came to ſave all weary and heavy laden ſinners ; 
of © ( be they never ſo wicked) neither came ro ſave, or . oncero + call rhcee 
ti. thathaſt no fin, butare righreous enough withour him. - As hear his own 
re; words tothe proud Phariſees , who had the ſame thoughts of themſelves 
as thou haſt ; They that be whole need not a Phyſitian, but they that are fich. 
o; 1 amnot come tocall the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. The oft ſheep of 
1; . the houſe of Iſrael, Mar.9.13. and 10.6. and 15. 24. and 18.11. Nor can 
be. * - beſo dangerouſly fick ; as rhou, who arr leaſt ſenſiblg.ot thy being 
he ck, A 
Briefly, unril with Saint Pau! , thou renouncerh thine own righreouf- 
fe, - nels, feeſt chy ſelf che greateſt of frnners, arr able ro diſcern fn in every 
ns _ thing chou canſt think, ſpeak, or do, and that thy very righteouſneſs is 
zs © no betrer then a 'menſtruous cloth , Iſaj.64.6. thou canſt have no parc 
2. | inChriſt, And unrill Chriſt chall become thine by Regeneration , and 2 
he 4, lively faith: Thou arr bound to keep the whole Law, afually and ſpivi- 
to © tually with thy whole man, thy whole life ; or elſe ſuffer, erernal death and 
bs | deſtruon of body and ſoul in Hell for thy not keeping ir. Sothat thou 
pe | haſtyerto anſwer (and I pray mind ir ſeriouſly) for all rhe fins, thar ever 
| thou haſt commirted, who art notable ro arffwer for one of the leaſt of 
ut them, For the wages of ſin, (any fin be ic never ſo ſmall) i eternal death, 
eg | Rom.6.23. Gal.2.16,.19, 29, 2H | 
2 \ Nether ler Satan, nor oy own deceitful beart delude thee.z in think- 
is Ing that thou haſt faith, when -rhine own words declarz the contrary. 
1. | Nor would 1 ak any more evidence againſt thee inthis, then thing 
hb ®, own mouth ; in ſaying, thar thou never doubredſt in allthy life : for this' 
2 _ makes it plain that thou never hadſt faith , nor eyer kneweſt whar faith 
e } means. For he who never doubted, never believed : and Sata bath Kone 6 
3 © ſure, as thoſe whom be never yet aſſaulted. 
z Sc. X1IX 
) Bur this being a main fundamental poinr, which every man is bound c@ 
know : 1 will more paticularly and fully explain ir, as thus : 


Man being in a moſt miſcrable,ond undone ecndition z by teafon of 
| , Original 


4 


3 


: 


after death, having no poſfibilicy ro eſcape the fierce wrath of Almighty | 


{c!f man for #5 , bur-moſt of all that thou ſhouldeſt unmake thy ſe/f,rhar thou 


. fin go, unpuniſhed ; (tor the wages of fin is eternal death, Rom.6.23.demth Jp; 


16. Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance. 


Or72inal and aftual ſin, and of the curſe due to both, being liable toall Y 
miſeries in this life, and adjudged ro ſuffer eternal torments in bell-fire \ ,. 


Go4;. who had already pronounced ſentence upon him ; VVhen neither. : 
Heaven, Farth, nor Hell, could have yeilded any farisfa&ory thing be- * 
ſides Chriſt; thar- could have ſatisfied Gods juſtice, and merited Heaven | 
for 1s : then, O then ! Godof his infinite wiſdome and goodneſs, did not 
oncly find our a way to ſarisfie his juſtice, .and the Law ©: bur even gave *; 
us his own Son, out of his boſome , and his Son gave himſelf ro die, even 7 
the moſt ſhameful, painful. and curſed death of rhe Croſs to-redeenf us ,, | 
that who/ocver. believeth in bim, . ſhould not. perifh, but bave everlaſting life z, ©: 
7ovn 3.16, A mercy beſtowed, and a way found out ; that may aftoniſh 
all the ſons of men on earth,and Angels in Aeaven.V Vherefore wonder at this, & 
you char wonder at nothing} thar the eternal God would die, to redeem our © 
worſe then loſt fouls; rhar we might not die eternally > O the deepneſſe of |. b 
Gods love. 2:0 the unmeaſurable meaſure. of bis bounty O Sou of God who 
can \ufficiently admire. thy love, or commend thy, pity, or extol thy praiſe 1. 

It was a wonder that thou madeſ#-15 ſor thy ſelf.; more that rhou madeſt thy 


ſhouldeſt dye to ſave us, 2 | $2495 
V Vhich ſalvation ſtands, in wo things, Firſt, in, freeing and;delivering ,; 
is [ro Hell ; Secondly, In the poſſeſſion of Heaven, and eternal lif, wrf! þ 
is death, merits the firſt for us : and by bis obedience, fulfilling the law, : } 
4 'the ſecond, 'The pars of our juſtification are likewiſe two : the bs 


of our fins, and rthe- imputation of Chreſts righteouſneſſe ; where- | = 
1ave' freedom from,'all evill bee, , and the, perfeion of all -: yo 
$0u | happineſſe' in .heaven. Inſomuch thar, all thoſe Millions of | __ 


ercies Fhat. we have reccived , from, before, and ſince, we were | 
torn, either for ſou! or bady; (even to the leaſt bit of bread we eat) or | 
ſhall enjoy to eternity +, Chriſt of his free grace. hath purchaſed for us, * 
with che price of his own precious blood. For which ſee -Pſal.68. 19. and 
145.L5,16.and 75; 6,7. / ie) was; = 
Hear this all you thar careto be ſaved },God will pardon all. your fins , 
he will give you an eternal crown .of glory. in. beaver, if you unfainedly re- 
pent, and wholly rely upon Chrift for your ſalvation by a l;vely faith z 
and that becauſe be, js juſt: : for although the Lord catinor in juſtice ler } 


inthe perſon, if nor in the/ſurety.) Yer Chriſt hath ſufficiently ſarisficd for 
all rhe ſ/as of the faithful, and paſd their dept even to the urmoſt farching z Ibo 
as is'evident by: I/az. $3:435,2 C07, 5.21, Heb, 9.26, I Pet, 2.24. Rom. 3. 
25,26. 1 oh. 1.7,9. and ſundry other places... As, arewe bound to per. _ 
form perte& obedience to the Law > Chriſt performed it for us, VVere %y, 
we for diſobedience ſubje& to the ſentence of condemnar ion, the curſe 
of the Law, and death of bedy and ſont? He was condemned for us iSe 
and bore the curſe of the Law; he dicd in our ſtead an ignominious \\3,, 
dcath, Did wedeſerve the anger of God ? he endured his Fathers m_ \ | 

4 +* | : fu 


F Proper meaus, to expel Groſs Ignorance, 17 
fre | ful diſpleaſure, thar ſo he might reconcile us to his Father, and ſerus at 
3 liberty. He that deſerved no ſorrow, felt much ; that we who deſerved muchs 

4 mighr feel none. And by bis wounds we are healed, Iſai, 53. 5. Adameac 
be. I=b< apple , Chriſt the price. ln a word, whatſoever we awed, Chriſt 
Fdiſcharged: ; whatſaever we deſerved , he ſxffered , if not in the ſelf-ſame 

7 puniſhments (for he being God, could nor ſuffer the ercrnal rormears 
ave [2f Hell) yer in proportion, the dignity of his Perſon, (he being God and 
7 Man) giving yalue unto his temporaty puniſhments ; and making them 

'of more value and worth, then if all rhe world ſhould have ſuffcred the 
rk Eternal rorments of Hell, For ir is more for one thar is eternal to die 2 
A then, for others to ee eternally, Therefore was the Sox of God made the 

Fl Son f man : that the Sons of men might be made che Sons of God : and 
* therefore was he bath God and man : leſt being in every reſpe& God, he 
© had been 700 great to ſuffer for man ; ar being in eyery reſpe& man, he 


* ' had been tos weak to ſatisfie God, And ſo much far explicatipn ofthe 
ap -- Third Principle, mentioned in the beginning, 
os Sed. XX. | 

y t now comes the hardeſt part of my work to be performed., For 


ir the Natural man be convinced of thetruth of rheſe three fundamen- 
: $41 Principles never ſo clearly : yer he will draw ſuch a concluſion from the 
ptemiſſes, that he will be never the better, for whar harh been told him, 
yea he will deco& all (even the mercy, and goodneſs of God) into poyſon. 
For\whar will ſuch a one ſuggeſt co himſelt ( che Devil helping forward ) 
granted, will he ſay, that I were every way wretched and miſe- 
TC=  rable ; g Treat ſinner,both originally,and aftually; and likewiſe liable ro all 
of 1 the plagues of this life, and of that to come : yer I thank God, Iam well 
' enough, ſo long as Chriſt hath paid my ranſom ; and freed me from all 
| by a new Covenant ; the tenure whereof is, Believe and Live ; whereas ar 
firſt ir was, do thus and live : ro which I anſwer. 
3 In Covenants and Indentures between party and party » there are al- 
1wayes articles, and conditions to be performed on the oze ſide, as well as 
' <Ypromiſes ro be fulfilled on the other, as ſaith Parews. ' Now as God hat 
Zcovenanted and bound himſelf by his word and Seal ; ro remir thee thy 
1, ins, adopt thee his child by regeneration, and give thee the Kingdome of 
3 . 7 Heaven, and eyerlaſting lite by and for his ſons ſake ; ſo Chriſt hath for, 
h jand on thy behalf undertaken ; yea, thou thy ſelf didfſt for thy parr » 
= 3, bind thy ſelf by covenant , promiſe and voy in thy baptiſm , rhar thow 
1 wouldeſt forſake the Devil and all his works, conſtantly belieye Gods 
53 holy Word, and obediently keep his Commandments ; the better there- 
3* #byro exprefle thy thanktulneſs rowards him , for. ſo great a benefir , 
T- 31 Pet. 3.21, Pſal, 116.12,13,14. And we know that in Covenants axd 
cre *Indentures, if the Conditions be not kept , the Obligation # not in force, 
rſe *'VVhereby millions (Magus like) after the water of baptiſm, (which' is a 
US _ Seal of the Covenant of Grace ) goruthe fire of Hell, Yea, except we 
ous \\repent and beli: v2 the Goſpel, ( threats, and precepts ; aſwelas promiſes } 


athar holy Sacrament, together with the offer of grace, in ſtead of Scaling 
; » ; B , [9 
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13 - Proper means,to expel Groſs Ignorance, 


ro us eur ſalvation z will be an obligation under our own hand and ſeal 7 


againſt us ; and ſo prove a ſeal of our greater condemnation, There- 
fore the, main queſtion is, VVhether rhou arr a believer > For although 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, hath made many large , and precious promiſes 2 
there are none ſo general 3 which are nor. limiced, with the condirion 
of fatth, andt Kit thereof unfained repentance ; and each of them 
are ſoried andenrailed , thar none can lay claim ro them , bur rrue be- 
lievers, which /repenr and turn from all their fins, ro ſerve him in holi- 
neſs, wichour which no man ſhall ſee rhe Zord, Heb. 12.14. 1/a.59. 20. 
As for inſtance, Our Saviour hath made publick Proclamation , Mark 
16, 16. Thas whoſoever (batt believe, and be baptiſed, (hall be ſaved. bur 
mark whar wichal is added ;- he that will not believe, ſhall be damned. 
Again, God ſo leved the world, that he gave bis only begotten Son; that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but bave everlaſting life, John 
3-15,16, And that none may deceive themſelves, he addeth ; He that 


beLeveth on him is not condemned ; but be that believeth not u condemned al- , 
ready: becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the on.'y bezotten Son of God. | 


And thus is the condemnartien, that light is come into the world, and men lov- 
ed darkneſs rathcr then light , John 3. 19, 20, Andagain, As many as ve- 
cerved him, to them be gave power to become the ſons of God 3 even to the 
that believe on his name, Joh. 1. 12. | | 

Again, Heb.5. 9. He ts ſaid to be the Author of eternal ſalvation, unto alt 


that obey him : not umo them which continue in their rebellious wick- - 
edneſs, and never ſubmir themſelves ro be ruled by rhe ſcepter of his - 
Word. Chrifts blood (ſaith Zanchie) was ſhed as well for ablut;on, as for | 
ab/olution : as well to cleanſe from the ſoil and filth of fin, as to clear and . 
__m from guilt of ſin, Rom. 6. 5,6. God hath choſen us in Chriſt, . before ' 
the 


ſoundatien of the world; that we ſhould be bely , and without blame 
before bim tn love, Epheſ. 1:4. They therefore thar never come to be ho- 
Jy, were never choſen, He is ſaid to have given himfelf for us , that be 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purge #s to be a peculiar people unto 


bimſelf, xeatous of good works, Titi I 4: Luke 1.74,75. Yea, the Lord : 


binds ir with an oath, that whomſoever be redeemeth out of the hands of 


therr ſpiritual enemies, they ſhall worſhip him in holineſs and righte ouſneſſe 


al the dayes of their life, Luke 1, 73,74,75; 1. Pet. 2.24. and Tir. 2, The 


grace of God which bringeth fatuation, teacheth us, that we ſhould deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and that Wwe ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly and 4 


godly in thu preſeat world, vel. 12. 


_By all whichir is plain, rhar as Chrifis blood is a Charter of pardon; fo ; 
withal it is a Covenont of diveftion ; and he rhar refuſerh ro live as that ; 
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covenant preſcribes, may periſh as a malefattor thar is hanged with his 


pardon about his neck, 
Sed, XXII. 


Bur alas,fay what can be ſaid, carnal men (who love their ſons ; ber- 1 : 


eerrhentheir fouls) will anſwer all, yea, confure whatſocver can be al- 4 


Teedged, with, God js mercifull ; Or in caſe that will nor fgrve, yer they þ 
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Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance, 19 


* have anothey ſhift ; or rather the enemy of mankinde will furniſh them 
4 with an yvaſton,celling rhem rhar they have a ſtrong faith,good hearts, 11d 
mean well ; they repent of their fins, have as good wifh's and deſires as 
can be, are elefted, hope to go to beaven as well as the beſt, &c. Bur to - 
# every of theſc, I anſwer, 

* Firſt, true faith purifeeth the heart.and worketh by love,conſumeth our cor- 
1 ruptions, and ſanfifieth the whole man throughout, ſo that our faith to God, 
2 is ſeen in our faithfulneſſe ro men ; our inviſible belief,by our vi6ble life, 
! Faithandbolineſs are as inſeparable, as life and motion, the Sun and 
: Lght, fire and heat, ice and coldneſſe, the Fy;ng and rreennejs, the v9ſe and 
»* ſweetneſs, ſteel and hardneſs,cryſtal and clearneſs, pitch and foulne's, honey 
7 and ſweetneſs. Again, faith belzeveth the threats of the Word ; regether 
? with the promiſes, Now thou who pretendeſt belief in the Sromi/es,ſhew 


CY EIT OR - 


* me thy beliefin rhe threatnings, For didſt rhou believe the rruch of 
{ thoſe menaces, which God hath denounced againſt unclean, covetous, am- 
* bitious, unjuſt, envious, malitious perſons, and ſuch like finners : how durſt 
> thou then ſo wallow in theſe fins,thar if God inſtead of Hell, had promiſed - 
* Heaven as a reward untothem, thou couldeſt nor do more then thou 
., doeſt > Why ſhouldeſt thou deceive thy ſelf with an opinion of faith 2 
: when indeed thou believeſt not ſo much 'as the Devil does ; for he believes 
- [ namely the threarnings of the V Vord ] and trembles for borror, Zam. 2, 
bur thou goeſt on in fin, even mocking at the menaces,and in the infidelity, 
of thy hearr, give rhem rhe lyc, ſaying, no ſuch thing (hall. befall thee, 
/ Bur Invifdunt urbem ſomno vinoque ſepultam z when they ſhall ſay peace and 
ſafety, then comes 01 them ſudden deſirutiion, 1 Theſ.5.3. 
| Thoughthoſe Perſecutors of Chriſt , and murtherers of the Lord of life, 
4 were the Devils children ; as they were plainly rold by truth it ſelf, 7Zoh. 8. 
| 44. yet they moſt confidently believed, and ſtifly mainrained, that God 
_ their fath er, verſe 41. And ſo will the worſt of men in theſe daycs , 
"Aſuch as do nothing bur fin, and make others fin,ſuch as glory in,and main- 
{tain their ſins, 
i Apain, as faithis wrought by Gods Fivit z ſo where it is wrought, ic 
4 brings forth the fruits of the Spirit, mentioned, Gal. 5, 22,23. whereas 
} preſumption, as it is of the fiſh, ſo it brings forth the fruirs of rhe fleſh,verſe 
I9,20, 21, 
Bur it is very eaſie to believe,thinks the ſenſualiſt ; yes, bur why > $4- 
* tan troubles nor ſuch, for then he who begor this preſumpruous fairh in 
7 him, ſhould be divided againſt himſelf. Nay, Satan confirms him in this 
this deceit, Beſides, this is a ſure rule, thar x perſwaſion onely, which 
*follows ſound humiliation, is faith ; thar which goes before ir is pre/umpreon. 
FAnd as Ambroſe ſpeaks, no man can repent of fin , bur he thar believes the 
pardon of fin : nor none can believe his ins are pardened , except he hath 
Vepented. Befides,how eafic a marter ſoever thou thinkeſt ir is to believe 2 
he thar-goes abour ir, ſhall finde iras hard a work to believe the Gofpel , 
445 to keep the Law ; and onely God muſt enable to both, and yer ſo far as 
re come ſhort of either, ſo far forth '” have juſt cayſc ro be humbled 5 
; 2 


ave 8 


-m1l, as they do to God, who ſeeth them, Nor is any evilin the mouth or 


ing ſaved : The rwo main andeffenrial parts of repentance are contratio:! 


Gogle make but a half, os balting repentance, An unreformed ſorrow, i | 


20 Proper means, to expel Groſs Ignorance, 


;f we conſider how God at firſt made ns, and how wofully we haye unmade 7 
our ſelves. Bur | 
Set, XXIL, | 

Secendly , as for their good hearts and meanings, they may think whar' 
they will,bur every wiſc man knows,thar the outward ations declare the 
#nrward intentions. A good converſion is proved by a good conver(ation. | 
There is no heart made of flzſh, which ar ſome rime or other relents! 
norzeven fl:nt and marble will in ſome weather ſtand on drops. Men may flat-. 
ter God with their mouths,and with their tongues diſſemble with him ; when®: 
their hearts are not upright with lim, Pſal.7 8. 36, 37, and indeed they } 
whoſe words and deeds are faulty and evil ; and yer plead the ——_—_— | 
f 


1 = a. 


fn 


of their hearts roward God ; are like malefattors, who being a——_— 
of theft, or the like naughrineſs, by plain evidence to their faces, do ap-* 
peal ro the reſtimony of ſuch perſons for their purgation, as they know | 


cannot be found. And in caſe the hearrs of ſuch men could þe {cen of * 
orthers,as their works and words arc, their hearts would appear worſt off; 


- 


hand , which was not in the beart firſt ofall , as the ſtream in the foun-® 
tain. And ler a vicious man boaſt never ſo much of his good hearr;1 will: 
as ſoon believe him thar ſaich he hath the Philoſophers ſtone, . and yer lives 
like a begger, which two hang together like a ſick mans dream, : 

V'Ve have good hearts, and mean well ; alas poor ignorant ſouls ) for * 
every drop of wickedneſs thar appears #n the life;there i an ocean in the heayt, | 


- 
r 
C 
{ 
( 
« | 
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: The beart of man ts decertfull above all things : and while he thinks there is | 


no deceit in it, even in that he is moſt of all deceived. Sinners are like? 
thar peremrory Sexton, that ſaid; howſoever the day goes, | am ſure the clock: 
goes right. So that the Spaniſh Proverb does every way plcaſe me ; defiends: 
me dios de no, God defend me from my ſelf, ; 

Carnal men are apr ro boaſt of the goodneſs of their hearts : bur a" 
mans hearr is as arch a Traitor, as any he ſhall meer withall. we truſt it too: 
mich, and know it tos little,as it fared with Leah, Gen.30.1 8. and Hazae! , 
2 Kings 8.12,13. and Peter, Mat.2 6.33. Luke 22.32. Mark 14.29. And 
thoſe Jews, Ads 2.36. Andall this they will acknowledge in the end 1 
yea, prove by experience, that Heaven is full of good works, Hell of good” 


wiſhes, and that the fetters which ſin makes it muſt wear, 
Se. XXII1I. 

Thirdly, touching rheir repentance my anſwer is ; True repentance for 
fin,is a turning from every finto the contrary good, In all true repentantt! 
is a rhange,both in the judgement from error to truth, and in the will from? 
evil ro good, and in the affeions from loving evil, and hating good ; re/ 
love good and hare evil, in the whole man from darkneſs, to light, and fron; 
the power of Satan unto God. VV ithourt which change,no repentancegno be-: 


or. humiliation, and converfion or reformation. Ir is not true repentance, 
except bumiliation and reſormation go both together : for either of rheſc | 
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{ bur deformed : and a ſorrowleſs reformation, is bur a very ſorry one. Hy 
3 miliation withour reformation,is a foundation without a building ; and refor- 
& mation without bumiliation, is a building without a foundation. 


Fudas was 

grieved for murthering Chriſt, yer no change followed : he fell ro mur- 

thering of himſelf. Iris not poſſible a man ſhould truly grieve, and be 
diſpleaſed for his fins ; and yer continue in them withour a change. 

Sed, XXIV. ? 

Fourthly, as for their aflurance of ſalvarion, it is upon as good ground |, 


2 asallthe reſt: for they ſlumber,and ſuppoſe themſelves good Chriſtians z 
; their faith is bur a dream, their hope bur a dream, their charity but a 
4 dream, their obedience but a dream,their whole religion bur a dream ; and 
7 ſo theiraflurance of ſalyarion is bur a dream ; they have regeneration in 
4 conceir, repentance and righteouſneſs in conceir, they ſerve God well in 
+ Conceit, do the works of juſtice and piety in conceir, and they ſhall go ro 
” beaver onely in conceit, or in a dream, and never awake until they feel them- 
!. ſelves mn the flames of bell. Every drunken beaftand blaſphemer thinks ro 
7 goto heaven ; though none ſhall come there, nor once ſee God withour 
foun- : 


bolineſs : which they abhor, One mindes nothing bur his cups , another 
nothing bur his coyn, a third onely his Curt;3an 3 yer all theſe point ro meer 
in heaven, but this is not the way thither. The luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, 1. Foh.2.16. is a broad way, bur nor to heaven. 
Micha when he had a Levite in his houſe , rhoughr thar God loved him , 
Fudg. 17. 13. Ir is uſual with formaliſts, when they have the Sacrament 
71 their belly, ro think chart all is well, as rhe Fews choughr, we may pur 
away our Wives, we may {wear, we may hate our enemies, we may kill 
the-Propbets, ſubje& rhe Word of God ro our traditions , and follow our 
own wayes. Why, Abraham is our father, F0h.$.39. Bur by their leave, 
Ghrift calls them baſtayds, and finds our another farther for them, vey. 44. 
Ye are of your father the Devil,and the luſts of your father ye will da, Pra- 
fane Libertines, ſuch as account not themſelues well, but when they are do- 
mg ill : yea, the moſt coverous oppreſſors, who may ſay as Pope Leodid, 
I can have no place in heaven, becauſe I have fo often ſold it upon earth ; 
every man of them hopes (1 confeſs, with more confidence, then judg- 
ment) to have benefic by the Goſpel ; when rhey* will nor beryed to the 
leaſt t:ttle of the Law. Bur if Chriſt be not our King to govern ws, he will 
neither be our Prophet to fore-warn, nor our Prieſt to expiate. Except we 
forſake ouv ſins, God will never ſorgjve them, yea, he hath ſworn by an 
oath, rhar whomſoevey he redeemeth out of the bands of their ſpiritual ene- 
mies, ſhall ſerve him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the dayes of their lives. 
Neither can it conſiſt with his juſtice, co pardon ſuch as continue in an 
evil courſe of life, 

If Chriſt hath freed us from the damnation of ſin, he hath alſo freed us 
from the domin:on of ſin. If with his blood he hath quenched the fire of 
hel for us, he hath alſo - :enched the fire of luſt in us. Chriſts juſis;ong 
vlood, is given us by his ſanfifying Spirit. . He being conſecrated, was made 
the author of eternal ſalvation, unto all them (and them one'y ) that obey 


HT! 


” conſcience of your ations, no care of your lives ? falſe byprocrites , ye do 
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bim, Heb.5.9. Of whomſoever a man u overcome, even unto the ſame be iz 
in bondage, 2 Pet.2,19. Have ye then no government of your paſſions, no! 


bur abuſc and profane that name, which ye unjuſtly arrogate, 
Sell. XXV. | 
Bur yer more ro convince you, you go to heaven, when in ſundry par-| 
ticulars, you fall ſhortof many wicked yeprobates recorded in Scripture ; as; 
do-bur deal impartially with thy ſelf, and tell me thou civil Fuſticiary: 
whether thou ever hadſt the heart upon hearing the threatnings of they, 
Word to relent and humble thy ſelf with Ahab? to confeſs thy fins, and 
defire the people of God ro prayfor thee with Pharoah ? to be afteRed }, 
with joy in hearing the Word, and pra&ice many things, with Herod ? $ 
to he 7.calous againſt ſin, with Zehu ? willingly ro part witha good pare q, 
of thy goods, with Ananias ? to forſake the world and all thy hopes in 4 
at 3 to follow poor Chy#ſt, as Demas and others > ro venture thy life with 
Alexander the Copperſmith, in cleaving to the cruth 2 yea, it is ſaid of 7u- y, 
das himſelf that he repented, there is contrition ; he ſaith I have ſinned , 1, 
there is confeſſion, and he reſtored the money againghere isſatisfaQion ; þ, 
which is all the Papiſls = 6g : and yer he is Zudas the ſon of perdition 
fiil/, Now tell me > doeſt thou not come ſhort of theſe, many ſuch as - 
theſe be wicked reprobates, and yer wilt thou pleaſe thy ſelf ina falſe * 
conceit, of thine own happineſs, who comeſt further behind them , then p 
they do behind true Chriſtians ? If ſome that have—ournied jn the wil- 7 
derneſs to Kadeſh-baynea, ſhall yer never enter into Gods reſt ; ſhall thoſe. 1 
char never left Tigypr > Is the ſtony ground —_ > andcan the bygh- 
way ground be =_ ? There arethree ſorts of ground mentioned , Mark *g 
4-4,5,6,7. and the very worſt of them receives the ſeed, yer all damned, 7, 
whither then ſhall the rempeſt of Gods wrathdrive them , that would ne- *1, 
ver yet give the Goſpef a religious ear? / 

But vicious men , thinkKGod is all mercy (as ſorgie arr uſeth to repre 
ſent every objett ſar bigger than it is) whenthe VVord rels us, that he wa | 
conſuming fire , and a jealous Ged, Dent 4.24. Heb. 13.29. and when we | 
ſhall find in Det. 28: thrice as many curſes as bleſſings. Doeſt rhou expe& * F 
to have him merciſull to thee, that art unmerciſull, cruel, and bloody to him, 

10 his, and thine own ſon! ? none that have eyes in their heads and open , 

can be ſo ſortiſh. Bur Sin is [ihe the juice of poppie, called Opium ; which 
if the quantiry exceed, bringerh the patient into a deep ſleep,thar he newer 
awaketh, Sinners dream they arc awake, but indeed they are {aſt aſleep; 
yea, with Sardy they are dead, while they think they are altve, 

And indeed this miſpriſcon or miſtake , this very opinion of being in 
caſe good enough , keeps a man our of all poſſibility of being herrered z 
tor what we preſume ro have attained, we ſeek nor atrer. Yeazthis con» 
ceited righreauſneſſe, is the onely cauſe of all unrighteouſneſſe ; 3nd many a 
man had been good, if he had nor ar preſent {@ rhughr himſelt. Uncil 
Paul was humbled ro the very ground ; trembling aud aftoniſh:d, he ne- 
ver asked 7e fs, what wilt thou have me to du. And the like of thoſe Con- 
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3 Sea. XXVI. I. 
In the laſt place, rouching their Fledon, this is an infallible truth ; 
homſoever God hath appornted to ſalvation, to them he hath appointed 
e means ajſo, which is boleneſs. Indeed a man may be ſo bold of his Pre- 


325 Yeſtination, as to forget his converſation ; ſo he may dream himſelfe in Hea- 
Yen, and waken from thar dream in Hell. Gods purpoſe touching the end, 


of the*$1cludes the means. Though God had promiſed Paul that his company 
1s, and ſhould not be drowned, yer he rold the Mariners, that unleſs they kept 
fcRed Þ, the ſhip, they ſhould be drowned, Aits 17.22,23, 31.asif their ſafery 
Jerod ? fhould nor be without means 2 Rebekah hadj;Gods Oracle for Facobs life, 
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*ad, to 
*be brought into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God ; that ſo by a three 
fold cord, you may be drawn to accept of ſalvation upon Gods own terms ; 


= ſhe ſent him away our of Eſaus reach. It was impoſſible for Herod to 
Hurt the child Feſus, yer he muſt flie into Egypt. 

And ſo I have ſhown in the laſt place, whar are the 8onditions of the - 
yew Covenant, and to whom the promiſes belong ; which is all that 1 under- 
took. Now if men will yer goe on, and periſh in their impenirency ; their 
blood be on ther own 9M and not on mine, I have diſcharged my 
duty. 
Neventhl leaſt the ſingle evidence thar I bring from the Word of 
Truth, ſhould nor preve ſuſficient to gain your credence to what hath been 


ſpoken ; And becauſe examples give a quicker impreſſion then arguments, 
] have one thing more to crave of thee, which is, that thou wilt alſo hear 
the conteſlion ef twe parties (in the enſuing or ſecond part of this Diſ- 
courſe) thar were lately in thy very condition ; though now by the In- 
Ffinire goodneſs of God they have their eyes opened, and their hearts cyang- 

Fo and know, both what it is to be in the ſtate of nature, and whar to 


'whereas you otherwiſe can r.0 way eſcape his eternal wrath. 
Theenluing, or ſecond part, which 1 would requeſt you to read and 


'minde, is ; A bappy Conference, between 4 Formaliſt converted, and a looſe 


L'bertine,inrituled, An experimental Index of the Heart. 
And ſo much of the firſt Vart ; the ſecond followerth, 


FINIS, 


14 onely by James Crump » in Lictle Barcholomews VVelF-yaryd ; and 
= Henry wa Popes- cad-Alley, Ar the ſame places there are 
alſo to be ſold thirty other Pieces of PraRical Divinity come 
poſed by the ſame Author, 1660, 
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SELF-KNOWLEDGE. 


EEE + Tn which WW 

( Asin a Looking-glaſle ) the civilleſt of men may ſee 
what need they have of a Redeemer ; and that it moſt 
aeeply concerns them with all ſpeed, to ſueont their pardonin 
Chrilt, and to rely wholly and only upon Free-grace, for par- 
don and Salvation ; except they prefer an everlaſting farnace 
of fire and brimſtone tu Hell, before an eternal weight of ſuper+ 
abundant glory in Heaven, as all ( moſt ſottiſhly) do, that 

.. byſinne and Satan are bewirched, 
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| Drawnup and publiſhed for the good of all, 


| _ Se. X XVIT. . | 
Wis Loſe Libertine, meeting with his Friend that had latei 
been a Formal Chriſtin ; he greets him as followeth : . 
2 $18, methinks I have obſerved in you a ſtrange alte- 
ration, fince our laſt meeting at Middleburrough :. not 
z. only in your behaviour, company, and converſe; but 
IE even in your countenance : What is the matter, if I 
may be ſo bold ? be hos 7 $1 
Convert. Truly Sir, you are nor at all miſtaken, nor am 1 unwilling 
tO acquaint you with the cauſe ; if you can affoard to hear it. © 4. 4 
« Soon afrer my return intsEng/and,T was (carried by:a Friend to hear a 
Sermon ; where the Miniſter fo repreſeated\the yery as 
LS. © : d;canfulne 
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2 An Experimental Index of the Heart, | 
deceitfulneſſe of my heart unto my conſcience; that I could not but ſay of 
him, as the woman of Samaria once ſpake of our Saviour : He hath tol 
,me ali things that ever I did. Which made me conclude with rhat Un- 
believer, 1 Gor.14.24,25. That God was in him rf atruth + nor could he 
ever have fo done, if he were not of Gad. As the young inan in the Goel 
reaſoned with the Fhariſees, touching Feſus when he had opened his eyes, 
that had been blind from his birth, Joh. g. 32, 33. Whercopon I could 
have no peace nor reſt, untill I had further communed with him about 


my eftate z for I found my ſelf in a loft condition touching Frernity : It - 


faring with -meas it did wkh thoſe Fews, Af. 2. when Peter by his 
ſearching Sermon, had convinced them, ghar Chriſt, whom th:y had by 
wicked hands crucified and ſlain, was the only of Ged,and Lord of glory, 
ver.36,37. And having had the happincſle to enjoy the benefit of his 
- ſage advice asT ſtood in need thereofz( God having given him the tongue of 
tbe learned, to adminiſter a word in ſea(on to them that are weary,Iſa 50.4.) 
I bteſſe God, his Word and Spirit hath wrought in me ſuch a change and 
ſtrange alteration, that it hath opened mine eyes that were blind before,in- 
clined wy will to obedience,which before was rebellious, ſofrened my heart, 
ſan#ified and quite changed my affe&ions : ſo that I now love that good 
which before I bated, and hate that evil which before I loved; and am 
delighted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which heretofore did moſt diÞleaſe 
me; ard am d'Þleaſed with thoſe vain pleaſures and filthy ſins which in 
rimes paſt did moſt delight me. Which is ſuch a mercy, that no tongue 
is able ro exprefſe! For till that hour I went on in the broad way, and 
worlds road to deftru#ion, without any miſtryſt ; whereas now God bath 
- been pleaſed to take me into his Kingdom of grace here, and will never 
leave me, untill he hath brought me'to his Kingdom of glory hereafter. 
Looſe Libertine. What you ſpeak makes me wonder : for I ever held 
you the compleateſt man of my acquaintance 3 juſt in all your dealings, 
remperate and civil in your deportinent ; yea, I have never ſeen you ex» 
ceed in the leaſt, or heard you ſwear an Oath, except faith and treth , 


and that very rarely. Beſides,you hayc been a good Proteſtant,and gone - 


ro Church all your daies. | 
Convert, What you ſpeak, none thar know me, can contradid ; nor 
could they ever accuſe me of any ſcandalous crime, or unjuſt at, Yea, 
I had the ſame thoughts of my ſelf; and ſhould any one have told me 
formerly, that I was ſuch a great finner, ſuch a Devil Incarnate as I was! 
1 ould have replied as Hazael did to the Prophet, ( telling him of the a- 
bominable wickedneſle he would e're long commit )What am Ia dog,%c. 
2 Kings 8. 12,13. And no wonder, for as cvery man in his natural con- 
dition, is ſtark blind to ſpiritual objefs, 1 Cor. 2. 14. ſothe heart of man is 
eeceitfull above all things : even ſo deccitiull, thar none but God alone-can 


know it.as the Prophet fhews, Fer. 17.10. But becaufe this is a truth that | 


tranſcends your belief, and becauſe it may be of ſingular uſe.to you alſo, 
to know the ſame : I will give you a ſhort charaFer of my former tondi- 
tion.z the which done,i doubt not bur you will aſſent unto what I have 
hicherto aid; or (hall further relate. o PF 
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An Experimental Index of the Heart. 3 


FR Os Sea. X XV 111. | 
. Firſt, Touching my knowledg, ( I mean ſaving knwwledg; withous 
which the ſoal cannot be good, as wiſe Solomon witnefleth, Prov. 19. 2. } 
it was ſuch,(rhough I thought my (elf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, or 
perplex my ſelf abour matters of Rel:gion,as do the Religions : even as the 
King of Ty745 thought himſclf wiſer than Daniel, Ezek.23.3. ) that ſpiri- 
tual things were moſtly repreſented to my underſtanding falſe, and clean 
contrary to what they are indeed. Like corporal things in a Looking-glaſs, 
wherein thoſe rhat are on the right haxd ſeem to be on the left,and thoſe 
that are oa the left hand ſeem to be on the right. As it fared with Saiat 
Paul, while 1e was in his natural condition, A#.25.9. which made me 
think ad call evil,good 3 and good, evil; bitter,ſweer,and ſweet bitter 3 to _ 
Iſt: fie the-wick:d,8 condemn the juſt,as rhe Prophet complains, I{4.5.20323. 
Asfor inſtance, I moſt ſottiſhly thought, thar 1 both loved, and ſerved 
God a» IL ought 3 yea, I ſhould have raken itin foul ſcorn, if any onehad 
queſtioned the ſame : when indeed I was a Traitor to God; and took up 
arms againſt all that worſhipped bim in Spirit and in trath. 1 was ſo far from | 
loving and ſerving him, that I hated thoſe that did ir 3 and thar for their, 
ſo doing 3 I could alſo hear him blaſphemed, reproached, and diſhotonred, 
without being once ſtirred,or moved. at ir, 1 loved him dearly; bur F 
could never aftoard to fpeak a word for him and likewiſe his Childreiti 
intirely,bur inſtead of juſtifiing them,or ſpeaking in their defence;when F 
heard them ſcoft,ſcorned and abuſed by wicked and ungodly men zall my 
delight was to jeer at;/{ight and ſlander them where ever I came; I more” 
feared the Magiſtrate,than T feared God , and more regarded the blaſts of 
enens breath,than the fire of God's wrath. I choſe rather to diſobey God,zthan 
to difpleaſe great ones 3 and feared more the worlds ſcorns,then his anger. « 
And the like of Chriſt that died for me ; a ſtrong argument thar I overt ; 
. Chriſt, when I hated all that reſembled him in holineſſe. Yea; I ſo hated 
bolinege,. that I moſt bitterly hated men for being holy : infomuch that my 
blood would riſe at the ſight of a goag man, as ſome ſtomachs will riſe ay 
the ſighr of ſweet-meats. I was a Chriſtian in name, but I covid ſcoffata ' 
Chriſtian indeed ; 1 could honour the dead Saints in a formal profefſiohi; 
while I worried the living Saints in a cruel perſecntion. I condemned all 
for Roundheads, that had more Religion than a Heathen, or knowledg of 
heavenly things, than a child in the womb hath of the things of this life 3 or 
conſcience than an Atheiſt ; or care of his ſoul, than a Braff. T had al. 
waics the baſeſt thoughts of the beft men : making ill conflyuions of what» 
ſocyer they did or ſpake:as the 'Scribesand Phariſees dealt by oxr Saviour. 
©. | &8. TXIE: - - --- —_—_—_ 
. As, O what a poor ſlave did I hold the man of azender conſcience to he ! 
yea, how did I applaud my ſclf for being zealleſſe,and fearleſſe z together 
with my great diſcretion,and moderation : when I ſaw this man vexed fdr 
his zeal,that other hated for his knowledg, a third: perſecuted for the pro- 
feſpon of his Faith, &c. For ( being like Cain, Iſhmael, Eliab, Michel; 
Ebaraoh,and Feftus )1 thought their Reſigion-Puritaniſmes; their. coffe cletice, 
of finne, hypoeriſce 3 their profeſſion, £ i(fimulation ;ghlitir privde acts Mee 
3 2 7 - i 
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their faith and confidence, preſumption 3 their zeal of Gods ghyy, to be 
pride and malice 3 their obedience to Gods Laws, rebellion to Princes ; their 
execution of juftce,cruelty,Q&ec. If they were any thing devout or forward 
ro admoniſh others,that ſo they mighr plach rhem out of the fire; 1 concei- 
vcd them to be beſides rhemſelves : as our Saviour was thought to be by his 
Kinsfolk, and Saint Paul by Feſtus, Marh.3.21. John 10.20. A#s 26.24. 


1 Cor-1.18. My religion was to oppoſe the power of Religim z and my © 


knowledge of the truth, to know how to argue azainſt the truth. | never 
affeted Chriſts »Ambaſſadours, that preached the glad tydings of ſalvarion, 
but had a ſpleen againſt them z yea, I hated a Miniſter, for being a Mini- 
ſter ; eſpecially, it a godly and zealozs one, thar ſpake home to my con- 
ſcience, and told me of my ſns 3 much more if tie would not admit me to 
the Lords Table without trial and examination: yea, then like Ahab ro Mi- 
cah, 1 became his enemy, and bated bim ever after z would impeach his 
credit, and detain from bim his aues. And are not all theſe ſtrong eviden- 
ces, that I loved and ſerved God, and my Redeemer as Þ ought ? But to 
make it more manifeſt, what a rare Chriſtian T was : | 

I thought my ſelfa Believer 3 yea, I could boaſt of a ftrong faith, when 
yet I fell ſhort of the very Devils in believing : for they believe the rhreats 
and judgments contained in 95 and tremble thereat, Fames 2.19.” 
Whereas I thought them bur ſcarFrows to fright the fimple withall : yea, 
I held Hell it ſelf bur a fancy, not worth the fearing. ON 

Becauſe I was not notoriouſly wicked, bat had a form ofegodlineſſe, was 

civil, &c. I was able to delude my own ſoul, and pur off all reproofs and 
threatenings 3 by comparing my ſelf with thoſep that I preſumed were 


worſe than my ſelf : as, Drunkards, Adulterers,Blaſphemers,Oppreſſors.ſhed- * 


ders of blood, and the like 3 counting none wicked bur ſuch. Yea, looking 
upon theſe, I admired my own holineſs ; and rhoughr my moral honeſty, 
would be lufficient to ſave me. Nor did I know wherein TI had offended. 

And whereas the Law is ſpiritual, and binds the heart from affe#ing, 
no leſle than the hand from acting : I was fo blind and ignorant, that 1 
choughr che Commandement was not broken, if the ontwacd groſs fin be 
torborn. Whence theſe were my thoughts, i never brake the firft Com- 
mandement, of having mazy gods : for 1 was no Pajrſt, nor 1dolater : nor 
the ſecond, for I worſhipped God aright : nor the third, for I had been 
no common ſwearer, only a few petty caths : nor the fourth, for T had 
every Sabbath gone duly to Church : not the fifth, for I ever honoured my 
F arents,and have been a loyal ſubje# : not the ſixth,ſeventh,2ighth,ninth,or 
renth,for I never committed murther, or ada{tery, never ſtole ought, never 
bare falſe witneſs 3 nor could I call to mind, that I had atany time coveted 
my neighbours wife, ſervant, eſtate, &c. And nothing more comrhon with 
me,than to brag of a good heart and meaning,of the ſtrengrh of my faith and 
hipe,of my juſt and uprighFaealing,&c. And becauſe I abſtained from no- 
to: 10us fins, | thought my ſelf an excellent Chriſtian z if God was not 
beholding to me for not wounding his name w:th oaths, for not drinking 
and playing out his Sabbaths, for not railing on his Miniſters, for nor 
_ oppreffing and perſecating his poor Members, &c. | Gl 


4 


” 
* 
a 
£ 


; LOT z = 
Ma det ann 


ok 3” 0 er FI LE Si 


AY, 2 2. a 
od dp. So nc x "IR 


An Experimental Tndex of the Heart. g — - 


Se#. XX, » 
And yet had it been ſo, as I imagined ; admir I had never offended in 
che leaſt all my life 3 either in thought, word,of deed : yer this were but 
one haif of what I owe to God} this were but to obſerve the negative part 


" of his _ the affirmative part thereof had been ſo far from perform-" 


ing, that}I had not ſo much as thought of it. And to be juſtin the ſighe 
of God,and graciouſly accepred of him , theſe two things are required : 
the ſatisfaFory part to eſcape Heli, and the meritorious part to get Roma 
And the true:method of grace is, Ceaſe to do evil, Learn to do well, Iſa. 
1.15,17. The Fig-treg was curſed,not for bearing evil fruit ; but becauſe 
it bare ng,good. The evil ſervant was not bound hand and foot, and caſt 
into priſon, for waſting his Maſters good's ; but for not gaining with them. 
And thoſe Reprobates at the laſt day, ſhall be bid depart into everlaſting 
fire 5 not for wronging or robbing of any, but for not giving, for nt com-, 
forting Chrifts psor Members,.Mat.25. So that my caſe was moſt deſpe- 
rate. For though, with that Phariſee, Luk. 18.11. I was apt to thank 


God, and brag; that | was juſt, and paid every man his due : yetT neyer . 


thought of being holy, and of paying God his dues ; as his due of belieuing, 
or repenting,of new-0bedience, his "aſh praying, hearing, conferring , me= 


dirating on his word and works, ſaning his Sabbaths, and inſtru&ing 
my Children and Servants ; teaching them to fear the Lord. His due of 
Love, Fear, Thankefulneſſe, Zeal for his Glsry, charity and mercy to Chris 
poor Members, and the like, - 

I ſhould have ſerved God in ,ſprit, and/according to Chris Goſpel : as 
all that are wiſe hearted do live, and believe, arid bear, and invocate, and 
hope, and fear, and love, and worſhip God in ſuch manner, as his word 
preſcribes. I ſhould have been effeually called, and become.a new Creas- - 
ture by regeneration 3 being begotten and born anew, by the immortal ſeed 
of the Word. T ſhould have fornd an apparant change wrought in my judg- 
ment, :ffeftions, and aRions,to what they were formerly. The 01d man 
ſhould have changed with the New man, worldly wiſdome with Heavenly 
wiſdome, carnal love for ſpiritual love, ſervile fear for Chriſtian and filial 
fear, idle thoughts for holy thoughts, vdin words for holy and wholeſome 
words, fleſhly works for works of righteouſneſſe : even hating what I former- 
ly loved, and loving what I formerly hated. 

But alas ! I have heard the Goſpel day after day, and year after year : 


- which is the ftrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power of God #d ſalvati- 


on, That is quick, and powerfull, and ſharper than any two-edged-ſword 1 
and yer ſtood it out and refiſted, inſtead of ſubmitting to Chriſts call ;even 
refuſing the free effer of grace and ſalvation. T have heard the word faithful- 
ly.and powerfully preached,for forty years : yer remain'd in my natural 
condition unregenerate : without which new birth,there is no being ſa- 
ved,as our Saviour affirms, Foh3.5. I had not troden one ſtep in the way 
to converſion : for the firſt part of converſyn,is to love them that love God, 
r Joh.3.10,11,14. I ſhould daily have grown in grace, and in the know- 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift : but I was ſo far fromgrowing * 
in grace, that I had not one ſpark of grace or holineſſe ; withour-which ne 
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man ſhall fee the Lord, Keb.12 14. T was all for obſerving the ſecond Ta- 


4 ble, without reſpe& to the firſt : or all for 6atward conformity, notat all 
# | for ſpiricnal and inward holineſſe of the heart. | " 


h Se. XA XL. 

Either what I did was not morally good for the matter,or nor well done 
for the manner z nor to any right ends: as out of duty and thank fulneſſe ro 
God, and my Redeemer ; and out of love to my fellow m:mbers. Wirhour 
which che moſt glorious performances, and rareſt virtues, are but ſhining 


© fins, or beautifull abominations. Gods Glory was not my principal end,uor 


to be ſaved my greateſt care. | | 
I was 4 good, civil, moral, honeſt hypocrite, or Infidel : but none of theſe 
ge: grew in the Garden of my heart. I did not ſhine ont as a light, by 
k.boly converſation to glorifie God, and win others. Now only to refrain 
evil, excepta man hates it alſo, and does the contrary good ; is to be evil 
Rjll ; becauſe bonefty withour prety, 15 but a body withour a ſow. . 
34 All my Religion was either ſuperſtition, or formality, or hypocrifie. I had 
3 form of godlineſſe, but denied the power theresf : Toften drew near unta 
God with my mauth, and honoured him with my lips : but my heart was 
far from him, Ta. 29.13. Mark. 7. 2. to 14, Matth. 15. 7.to1o. All 
'which conſidered, viz. the means which God had afforded me, and the 
little uſe T had made thereof, left me in a far worſe condition, than rhe 
very heathen,that never heard of Chrift. So that ic was Gods unſpeakable 
mercy, that I am not at this preſent fying in Hell flames, never to be 
reed. 
f God hath ſent unto us all hs Servants the Prophets, riſing up early, and 
they have been inſtant in Preaching the Goſpel, both in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſeaſon : but my carnal heart hath ever been flint unto G14, wax to Satan : 
you ſhall dye, if you continve in the praftice of fin, I heard : bur you ſhall 
not dye, as ſaith the Devil, I believed. 
/ i Se. TFAAZIE 
Beſides all rhis, ſuppoſe I had noue of theſe to anſwer for ; neither ſins 
of Commiſſion, nor ſins of Omiſſton : yet Original ſin were enough ro damn 
me,no needofany more z and yet my «tual tranſgreſſions have been ſuch, 
and ſo many,and my ingratitude therein ſo great ; rhat ir might have ſunk 
me-down with ſhame, and left me hopeleſle of ever obtaining pardon 
for them. As ſee but ſome ſmall part of my monſtrous, and deviliſh ingra- 
titudeto ſo good a God\ſo loping and mercifull a Saviour and Redeemer; that 
hath done,and ſuffer.d fo much for me, eyen more than can either be ex- 
preſſed or conceived, by any heart were it as deep as thie Sea / 


+ Touching what God and Chrift hath done for me, in the firſt place he. 


gave me myſelf, and all the creatures to ſerve for my uſe; yea he created 
me after his own lmage, in righteouſneſſe, and holineſſe, and in perfe& know- 
ledg of the truth,with a power to ſtand,and for ever ts continue in a moſt 
bleſſed, and happy condition. But this was nothing in compariſon x;for 
when I wasin a ſad conditien, when Fhad forfeited all this and my ſelf 3 
when by ſin I had turned that Image of Ged into the Image of Saten, and 

ed my ſoul and body into eternal forments : when I was 
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become his enemy, mortally harzng him, and to my utmoſt fighting againſt 
him, and raking part with his only enemies ſin and Satan; not having 
the leaſt thought or defire of reconcilement, but a perverſe and obſtinace 
will, to reſiſt all means tending rhereunto : he did redeem me, nor only 
without aſking, but even againſt my will 3 ſo making of me his curſed e- 
nemy,a Servant,of a Servant a Son,of a Son an Heir,and Co-heir with Chriſt, 
Gal.4.7. Burhow have I requited| this fo great, ſo ſuperlative a mercy 2 
All my recompence of God's love unfo me,hath been to do that which he 
hates.agd to hate theſe whom he loves. 

Chriſt the fountain of all good is my Lord, by a manifold right, and I 
bis ſervant by all manner of obligations. Firſt, He is my Lord by the right 
of Creation, as being his workmanſhip made by him. Secondly, By the 
right of Redemption, being his purchaſe bought by him. Thirdly, Of pre- 
ſervation; being kept, upheld, and maintained by him., Fourthly, His by 
Fo:ation, even of his family having admitted me a member of hzs viſible 


Church, Fiſthly, His alſo ( had it not been my own fault ) by ſan#i- 


cation, whereby to poſleſſe me. Laſtly, He would have me of his Court by 
glorification, that he might crown me; ſothat I was every way his. God 
had xaiſed we from a beggar ts a great eftate : but how did I requite him ? 
I would not if poſſible, ſuffer a godly and eonſcientionus Miniſter ro be 
cheſen, or to avide wherg I had to do z but to bring in one that would 
flatter ſin, and flout holineſs; diſcourage the godly, and incourage the wicked, 
I uſed both my own, and all my friends utmoſt ablliry. Much more might 
be mentioned, but I fear to be tedious» 
| Now argue with all the world, and they will conclude, that there is no 
vice like ingratitude. Bur I have been more ingratefull to God, rhan can 
be expreſt by the beſt Oratour alive. Ir was horrible ingraricude in che 
Fews to ſcourge and crucifie Chrift,who did them good every way 3 for 
he healed their diſeaſes, fed their bodies, inlightened their mind's, of God be- 
came man,and lived miſerably amongſt rhem many years, that he might 
ſave their ſouls ; bur they fell ſhorr of my ingraticude to Ged, in that moſt 
of them were not in the leaſt convinc'd, that he was the Meſſtas ſent 
from Gad,and promiſed from the beginning. Bur I have nor only denied 
this Lord that bought me, but I hated him 3 yea, moſt ſpirefully and ma- 
liciouſly fought on Satans, and ſins ſide againſt him z-and perſecuted his 
children,and the truth with all my might :- and all this againſt Enowledge, 
and conſcience, after ſome meaſure of //amination, which cannot be af- 
firmed of the Jews. Yet miſerable wretch thar I was, if I could have 
given hin my body and ſoul, they ſheuld haye been ſaved by it, but he 
were never the better for them. 
Set, XXXITI. : 
Laſtly,To tell you that which is more ſtrange!Notwithſtanding all this 
that hath beenmentioned,and much more : Yet I thought my ſelf a good 
Chriſtian forſooth ;, yea, with that young man inthe Goppel, I thought I had 
kept all th: Gommandements. Nor was 1 a whit troubled for fin,either origi- 
nal,or aus! : but my conſcience was at quiet, and I was ar peace, neither 
did any fin trouble me. Yea,l would applaud my ſelf wi t Phariſce, 
B 4 
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Lube 18.9,t015. andſay, 1 was not like «ther men : not once doubting 
of my ſalvation. I ever refuſed to dv what my Maker commanded.and yer 
confidently hoped to eſcape what he threatned. Nor did I doubt of having 
Chriſt my Redeemer and Advecare inthe next life, when I had been a bitter 
enemy to him and his members in this life. Here was blindnefſe with a wit- 
neſſe;as ir is not to be believed how blind and blochifh men are,rhat have 
only the fleſh for their guide ;, eſpecially it they have hardned their hearts, 
and ſeared their conſciences with a cuſtomary finning. As I could give you 
for inſtance, a large catalogue of rare examp!es,how ſin harh beſotred men: 
and: what ſtark fools carnal men are in ſpirital things; be they never fo 
wiſe for mundane knowledg. Bur leaſt it ſhould be taken for a digreſ- 
fion or excurſjion,you ſhall have a 1ſt of them by themſelves , the which 
L will add as an Appendix to ths Diſcourſe,or Dialogue. In the meantime 
1 have given you a brief of my manifold provocations,and great ingrati- 
tude to my Maker and Redeemer (for otherwiſe I might be endleſſe in the 
proſecution thereof.) It remains that I ſhould in like manner lay open 
my original defilement 3 which is the fountain whence all the former ( whe- 
ther fins of commiſſion,or fins of omiſſion ) do fyw. Bur touching it be 


pleaſed to peruſethar ſmall Tract, intituled, 4 fhort and ſure way to Grace - 


and Salvation : Or, Three Fundamental Principles of Chriftian Religion, by 
R. T. from page 4. to page 10. | 
LEY I Sea. X X XIV. 

Looſe Libertine. Tf this hath been your <fe.no wonder it hath ſtartled 
you for to deal plainly with you,as you fave done with me;what [ have 
heard from you,makes me alſo tremble. For if ſuch honeſt moral men, that 
live ſo wnreprovably,as you had done,go not to heaven ; what will become 
of we ? that have been openly prophane, and notoriouſly wicked all my time ? 
Yea, it contented me not to do wickedly my ſelf, and ſo damne mv own 
ſoul: but 4 have been the occafion of drawing hundreds to Hell with me, 


by ſeducing ſome, and giving ill example to others, (the infe#ion of fin, 


being much worſe than the a.) As how many have I drawn to be Drun- 
kards, and (wearers, and whoremongers, and prophane perſons 2 inſomuch, 


. that the blood of ſo many ſouls 2s 1 have drawn away, will be required 


ar my hands.” Yea, my life hath been fo debauched and licentious,thar 
T have brought 4 ſcandal upon the Goſpel, and made it odious to the very 
Turks and Infidels, Rom. 2.24. | | 

. Convert. Alaſs!what I did that was morally good,or what evil I refrained, 


was more for ſelf-ends, or more for fear of mens Laws, than for love of | 
Chryifts Goſpel, Truc,T-wenr under the notion of au honeft man,and a good 


Chriſtian : I was baptized into the faith, and made a member of Chriſts vi- 
viſible Church : but T was fo fat from indeavouring to perform, what I then 
promiſed, that in effe& Teven renounced both Chriſt, and my Baptiſm, in 
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perſecnting him, and all that fincercly profeſſed his Name ; thinking T did ! 


Ged good ſervice therein, 7oþ.16.2. Gal. 1.1g,14. Phil.3.6, Nor wasit þ 
for want of ignorance, that you thought ſo of me : for by nature ( be we 7} 


never 19 mi'de and gentle) weare all the ſeed of the Serpent; Gen.3.15. 


= Aatame 


and ch1laren cf the Devil, Joh.8.44. Yea, the very beſt moral man is but. % 
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| Same Devil,as Athanaſius well notes. Bur it is a true proverb,the bhnd ear 


many a flie ; and all colours are alike to him that ss in the dark. 

Looſe Libertine. So much the worſe is my condition: for my conſcience 
rells me, there is not a word you have ſpoken of your ſelf,bur I can juſtly 
apply the ſame unto my own ſonl,and a great deal more. For whereas 
you have been a moral honeſt man; ſo that none except your ſelf, could 
rax you for breaking either Gods Law, or mans : Thave been ſo wicked 
and prophane,that I couſd moſt preſumptuoſly,and of ſer purpoſe, take a 
pride in my wickedneſſe, commit. it with greedineſſe, (peak for it, defend it, 
399 in it, boaſt of it, tempt and inforce to it 3 yea, mock them that difliked it. 
As if I would ſend challenges into Heaven,and make love to d<ſtrudtion 3 
and yet did applaud my ſelf, and prefer my own condition before other 
mens : ſaying,l was no difſembler; yea, I hated rhe hypocrifie of Pra- 
feſſors : Ido notjuſtifie my ſelf, and deſpiſe others, like the Puritanes : I 
am not fatious,ſchiſmatical,fingular,cenſorious,74c. Tam not rebellious, 
nor contentious like the Browniſts,and Anabaptiſts. TI am a good fellow,and 
love an honeft man with my heart,q#yc. and as touching a good conſcience, I 
was never troubled in mind, as many ſcrupulous fools are. I havea good 
heart,and mean as wellas the preciſeſt. But now I ſee the Devi! and my 
own deceitful heart deluded me to, that my whole fe hitherro, hach been 
bur a dream, and that like a blind man, I was running headlung to Hell, 
when yer I thought my ſelf in the way to Heaven. Juſt as if a beggar ſhould 
dream,that he were a King,Or as if a traitor ſhou!d dream of his being crown- 
ed, when indeed he was to be beh-aded ; the caſe of Laodicea,Rev.3.17. 
the young man inthe Goſpel, Luk. 18. 20,21. and that Phariſee, ſpoken of 
Lab.18.11,12. 

: Sed. XX XV. 

Convert. It was not your eaſe alone, but fo it fares with the worſt o 
finners : Only it much rejoyces me,that it hath pleaſed God to open your 
eyes, to ſee all this in your ſelf. For feſh and blood bath not revealed it un- 
fo you. Wea we are naturally |o blind, and deaf,and dead in fin and in ſoul : 
that we can no more diſcern our ſpiritual fithineſſe, nor feel ſin to he a 
burden,than a blind Athiop1an can ſee his own blackneſſe, or than a dead- 
man can feel the weight of a burthen, when it is laid upon him, AQ.28.27. 
Tſa.6:9,10, | | 

And this common experience fhews ; for if you obſerveir. who more 
jocond,confident and ſecure,than the worſt of ſinners3they can ſtrut it under 
an unſupportable Maſs of oaths,bla(phemies,thefts,murthers,adulteries,drunk- 
enneſs and other the like ſins ; yea can cafily ſwallow theſe ſpiders with Mi- 
thridates,and digeſt them too : when one that is regenerate,ſhrinbes under 
the burden of wandring thoaghts, and want of profictency. Bur. why is it ? 
they are dead in fin, Epheſ. 2. 1. Revel. 3.1, Now lay a mountain upon 4 
dead-man,he feels not once the weight. | . 

To a Chriſtian thar hath the life of grace, the leaſt ſin lyes heavy uyon the 
conſcience : bur to him that is dead, ler his fins be as beavy as a mountain 
Again, They are inſenfible of their fin and danger, becauſe ignorant 
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for what the eye ſeeth not, the heart rxeth not. | Securiry makes worldlings 
merry,and therefore are they ſecure,becauſe they are ignorant. A dunce 
we know, ſeldome makes doubts : yea a fool, ſaies Solomon, boaſteth and is 
confident, Prov.14.15.ncither do blind men ever bluſh. And the truth is, 
were it not for pride and ignorance, a world of men would be aſhamed 
to have their faces ſeen abroad, For take away from mens minds vain 9- 


pinions, flgttering hopes, falſe valuations, imaginations, and the like 3 you 


will leave the minds of moſt men and women, bur poor ſhrunker things; 
full of melancholy, indiſpoſition, and anpleaſing to themſelves. Ignwance is 
& veil or curtain to hide away their fins : whereupon they are never trou- 
bled in conſcience, nor macerated wich cres about eternity z but think 
that all will be well. 2 ” 

The Devil and the feſh,propheſie proſperity to ſin,yea life and ſalua- 
tion, as the Pope promiled the powder-traitors : but death and damnation 
( which Gods Spirit threarens ) will prove the crop they will reap. For 
God 4s true, the Devil and all fleſh are lyers. 

when we become regenerate, and forſake fin, then the Devil ſtrongly 
and ſtrangely aflaults us : as he did Chriſt, when he was newly baptized ; 
and hargoh the children of Iſrael, when they would forſake A#gypt ; and 
Herod the children,whien Chriſt was come to deliver his people. Whence, 
commonly ir comes to paſle, that thoſe think bef of themſelves that ave 
leaſt canſez yea the true Chriſtian, is as fearfull to e :tertain a good opini- 
on of himſelf, as the falſe .anuwilling, to be driven from it. They that 
have flore of grace,mourn for the want of it : and they that indeed want it, 
chant thew abundance. None lo apt to doubt their adoption; as they thar 
may be aſſured of it : nor none more uſually fear,then they rhar have the 
greateſt-cauſe to hope. We feel corraptien not by corruption, bur by grace : 
and therefore the more we feel our inward corruptions 3 the more grace we 
have. | 
Contraries, the nearer they are to one another, the ſharper is the con- 
flit berwixr chem : now ofall enemies,the ſpirit and the f:ſþ are neareſt 
one to anorher, being both io the ſcat of a regenerate man 3 and inall 
fll881tics of the ſoul, and in every a&#1ion that ſpringerh from thoſe facul- 
ties. The more grace, the moce ſpiritual life ; and rhe more ſpiritual 
life, the more antipathy to the contrary,: whence none are ſo ſenſible of 
corruption, as thoſe that have the-moft living ſouls. 

| Seft. XXXVI. 

\Now for remedyof the contrary,there cannot be a better /eſſ5n for car» 
nal men to learn than this. All the Premiſes of God are conditional, to 
take place if we repent:as all the threatenings of God are con1itional,to rake 
place if we repent not. But wicked men,as they believe without repentingz 
their faith being meer preſumption: ſo they repent without belbeving, their 
repentance being indeed deſperation : and this obſerve,we are caft down 
in the diſappointing of our hopes 3 in the ſame meaſure, as we were too 
much lifted up, in expe&ation of good from them. Whence theſe per- 
remptory preſumers if ever they repent,it is commonly 4s Francis Spira, 
an Advocate of Padna did : and never did any man plead ſo well for him- 

did againſt. himſelf. Que 
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y One ftar is much bigger than the Earth ;, yer ſeems many degrees /eſſe. 
"Tris the nature of fear, to make dangers greater,helps leſſe then they arc. 
** Chriſt hath promiſed peace and reſt unto their ſouls that habour, and are 
+ heavy laden 3 and to thoſe that walk according to rule, Matth.11.29. Gal. 
©6.16. -even p-ace celeſtial in the ſtate of grace, and peace eternal in the 
# ſtate of glory. Such therefore, as never were diſtreſſed fn confcience, or 
live looſly 3 never had true peace. Peace is the Daughter of Righteouſneſs. 
* Rom.5.1. Being jaſtified by faith, we have peace with God, But he who 
{ makes a bridge of bis avn ſhadow, will be ſure to fall into the water. 
Z Lhrfſe Blocks,that never in their life were moved with God's threatnings, 
* never in any ſtraight of conſcience, never groancd under the burden of 
* Gods anger : they have not ſo much as entered into the porch of this houſe, 
2 oc lift a foor over the threſhold, of this School of repentance. Oh ! that we 
4 could but fo much fear the erernal paines, as we do the temporary; and 
7 be bur fo carefull to ſave our ſouls from torment, as our bodies. In the 
7 mean time, the caſe of theſe men is ſo much the worſe; by how much 
2 there fear 45 the leſſe. Tt faring with the ſoul, as wich the body, Thoſe 
4 diſeaſes, which do take away all ſenſe of pain; are of all others moſt de- 
3 erate. As the dead Palſey, the falling-ſichneſſs, the ſleepy lethargy, &c. 
And the Patient is moſt dangerouſly ſick , when he hath no feeling thereok 
# In like manner, whilſt they ſuppoſe themſelves to be free from judgment 3 
they are already fmitren with the heauieft of Gods judgments; a heart 
' that cannot repent, Rom. 2.5. 

Ina lethargy, it is need:ull the Patient ſhould he caſt into a burning Fe- 
ver z becauſe the ſenſes are benammed, and this will waben them, and dry 
#p the beſctting humours. So in our dead ſecurity,before our converſion 5 
Gd is fain to letthe Law, Sin, Conſcience and Satan loſe upon usz and 
to kindle the very fire of Hell ig our ſouls : that ſo we might be rouſed 
out of our ſecurity : but thouſands of theſe blocks, beth live and depart 
with as great hopes,as men go to a'lettery : even dreaming of Heaven,umtill 
they awake in Hell. For they too often die,withour any remorſe of con- 
ſcience like blocks; or 4s an Ox dyes in a ditch. Yea rhouſands thar live 
tike Laban,dye like Nabal,( which is but the ſame word inverted, )whilſt 
others the dear Children of God, dye in diſtreſſe of conſcience. For ir is 
not every good mans hap, to dyg like Antoninus Pius ;, whoſe death was 
after the faſhion, and femblance of a kindly and pleaſant ſleep. However 
$aint Auſtin's rule,will beſure ro hold 3 He cannt dye 11, chat hath lived 
well : and for the moſt part, He thar /tves conſcionably, dyes comfortably, 
and departerh rich. And ſo you ſee, how ir fares with the wickedeft 
and worſt of men. Wherefore if you are truly ſenſible of your wretch« 
edneſle, it is a good ſign, that you are in ſome forwardnefſe to he reco- 
JI vered; andreally to become ſo good, as formerly you bur dream'd, or 

imagined your ſelf to be. And indeed the very firſt ſtep to grace,js to feel 

the want of gracez and the next way to receive mercy, is to ſee your ſelf 
miſerable, Therefore our conſtant, and moſt diligent ſearch ſhould be, 
to find ent the naughtineſſe of onr own hearts z and to get ſtrength from - 

God, againſt our prevailing corruptions, Py. 
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; R & 
: Looſe Libertine.But is there any hope for one ſo wicked as I? who have 01 
| " turned the grace of God into wantaneſſe ; applying Chyiſts paſſion as a war- "bf 
.[ rant for my licenciouſneſſe, not as a remedy; and taking his death as a li- "for 
; K cence to fin, hi croſs as a Letters pattent to ds miſchief. As ifa man ſhould "Re 
18 head his drum of rebellion,with his pardon. For I have molt ſpitefully, and "re 
11 maliciouſly,taken up arms agaiaft my Maber,and fought againſt my Redeemer Hhis 
78 | f all my gaics. | = 7 
*%. Convert. Do but unfeignedly repent you of Jour fins, and forſabe your for- Fhc 


mer evil waies, and lay hald upon Chriſt -by a true, and” lively faith : my Ph 
ſoul for yours, God is very ready to {forgive them, be they never ſo many, Ms t 
and innumerable for multitude ; never to hainous, for quality and magni- *Þlec 
tude. Yea,T can ſhew you your pardon from the great King of Heaven for.all co 
that is paſt : che which you may read at large Iſa. 55. 7. Ezeh.18.21. to 10! 
29. and 33.11. Joel 2.12, 13,14. Yea read 1 Cor.6.10,11. together with $An 
the ſtory of Maraſſzs,MHary Mazdelen,the Thief,and the Prodigal Son : and}. 
you ſhall ſee preſidents thereof. Yea the very murtherers of the Son of God, 1 
upon their {crious and unfeigned repentance,and ſtedfaſt believing in him Tan 
. received pardon and ſalvation. And indeed deſpair, is a fin which never nfo 
knew Feſus. True, every ſin deſerves damnation : but no ſin ſhall condemn, Þn « 
but the lying and continuing init. True Repentance,jis ever bleſt with for- } 
giveneſs. And know this,that Gods mercy is greater than thy fin, whatever JWh 
Wt {1 5: it be : you cannot be ſo infinite in ſraning,as he is infinite in pardoning,if you? 
wi repent : yea fins upon repentance are ſo remitted ; as if they had never j1he 
f been committed. IT will put away thy tranſgreſſions as a cloud,and thy ſins as JArt 
þ a miſt,1ſa.44.22. And what by corruption hath been done, by repentance is}that 
8 undone. As the former examples witneſle. Come and let ws reaſon together, ven! 
+ ſaith the Lord, though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, that 
Iſa.1.18. Yea whiter than ſaow. For the Prophet David laying open his 99g 
bload-guiltineſſe,and his original impurity,uſeth theſe words : Purge me with Till 
byſop, and T ſhall be clean, waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow, Pſal,Hneve 
$1.7. And inreaſon, did Chrift come to cal: fanners to repentanee ? andfj R 
ſhall he not ſhew mercy to the penitent ? Or who would nor caſt his burebein 
then upon him, that deſires to give eaſe ? As T live ſaith the Lord, F would wang 


j nf not thedeath of a ſinner,Eck.18.32. and 33.11. | ve 
wy ji} Onlp, apply nor this ſalve before the alcer be ſearched to the bottom :FEXce 
l Lay not hold upon mercy, untill you be throughly humbled. The only} A: 
4 way to become good'z 1s firſt to believe that you are evil : and by accuje0mn 
0 fing our ſelves, we prevent Satan : By judging our ſelves, we prevent God, fFirg! 
| 


29/8 Are we as ſick of ſorrow”, as we are of fin; then may we hopeſully gofjmay 
$1118 to the Phyſecianof our ſouls, who came into the world only to cure theſſdiffe! 
ſich, and togive light ts them only, whoſit in darkneſſe, and inthe ſhadouſſtrive 
of death. God does not pour the oy! of grace, but into a broken,and conf} Ag 
trite heart. | | gÞy ct 
Wouldfſi thou get out of the miſerable eftate of nature, into the bleſſedanott 
eſtate of grace? and' of Satans 'hondſlave become the child.of God, and aY)) 4 
membeF-of Ebrit 2 Wouldfi thou truly know thine own heart ? and be 


nn” 


An Experimental Index of the Heart. T3 


Sery ſenfible how evil and wicked itis? thar ſo thou maiſt havea more 
Humble conceit of thy ſelf? lay to heart theſe three particulars: x The 


ave corruption of our nature, by reaſon of Original Sin. 2. Our manifold breach 
ar- "bf Gods rightens Law, by atiual fin. 3. The guilt and puniſhment due tous 
; lj» ' For them both. This being done, thou wilt ſee and find; thy neceſſity of a 
uld "Redeemer. And it is thirſt only that makes us re/;ſh our drink; hunger our 


Feat. The full ſtomach of a Phariſee, ſurcharged with the ſuperfluities of 
His own merits, will loath the honey-comb of Chriſts righteouſneſſe. This 
$&was ir, which made the young Predigal, to reliſh even ſervants fare 3 
Fhongh before wanton, when full fed at home. No more veliſh feels the 
my ®Phariſaical heart, Chrifts blood,than, in a chip, But O how acceptable, 
any, As the fountain of living waters,to the chaſed hart panting and braying. The 
gnz- *Þþlood of Chriſt, to the weary and tyred ſoul 3 ro the thirſty conſcience 
c.all Ncorched with the ſenſe of Gods wrath : he that preſents him with it, 


. to How welcome is he? even -as a ſpecial choice man, one of a thouſand, 
vich GAnd the deeper the ſenſe of miſery is, the ſweeter the ſenſe of mercy j. ,.. 
and. Se, XX XVIII. 

3od, | Then if you would be ſatisfied for time to come,whether your Repen- 


- ance, and converſion be true and ſound ; rhele particulars will infallibl 

inform yon. If you fhall perſevere, ( when this trouble for fin is cnn 
Sn doing that which now you pxrpoſe, it is an infallible ſign, your re- 
Jpenrance is ſound, otherwiſe not. If thou doſt call ro mind, the Fow 
ever which thou madſt in Baptiſm, and doſt thy endeavour to perform that, 
you ?which then thou didſt promiſe : If thou doſt ſquare thy life, according to 
ever [the rule of Gods Word 3 and not after the rudiments of the world : If thou 
ns as Jart willing to ſorſake all fin, without reſerving one: (' for otherwiſe 
ce isthat one ſiz may prove the bane of all thy graces: even as Gideon had ſe- 
ther venty Sons, and but ene Baſtard : and yet that Baſtard, deſtroyed all the reſt 
now, that were Legitimate, ſudg.g.5. ) S1n i3 like the Ivy in the wall, cut off 
n his bovgh, branch, body, ſtump, yet ſome ſtrings or other will ſproxt outagain : 
with Till the root be pluck't wp, or the wall be pulled down and ruined, it will - 
Pſal.Enever utterly d7e. 

and] Regeneration, or new birth, is 4 creation of new qualities in the foul, as 
 buref being by nature only evil diſpoſed. Gods children are known by this 
ould fimark, they walk mt after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom.8.1. If Chriſt 
have called you to his ſervice, your life will appear more ſpiritual, and 
om :{excellenr rhan others. 4 
only} As for your fails, 'ris 2 fign that ſin hath not gained your conſent, but 
iccyAcommitred a rape upon your ſoul ; when you cry out to God. If the raviſhed 
od, AFirgin under the Law cried out, ſhe was pronounced guiltleſſe. A ſheep 
y gofmay fa/l into the mire, but a ſwine delights to wallow in the mire. Great 
- thef difference between a woman that is forced , though ſhe cries out and 
2donf{ſtrives, and an alfuring Adultereſſe. 
con Again,The thoughts of the godly are godly, of the Wicked, worldly; and 
by theſe, good andevil men#rc beſt and rrulicſt differenced one from 
another. Would we know our own hearts,and whether they be changed 
by a new birth ? Examine we our thoughts,wards, attions, paſſions ; eſpe- 
| cially / 
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- cially, our thoughts will inform us ; for theſe cannot be ſubje& to hypo! 
erific, as words and deeds are. 1 


Se. XXXIX. - LOS 7 
Then by way of caution know 3 that'g ch1/d may as ſoon create it ſelf,a $ 
a man in the ſtare of Nature regenerate himſelf. We cannotat in the leaſt F ,, 
unleſſe God heſtows upon us daily privative grace, to defend us from evil / le 
and daily poſzrive grace,inabling usto do good, And thoſe that are of Chriſi# - 
reaching, know both from the word, and by expericnce,that of themſelvey y 
they are not only weak, but even dead to what is good 3 moving no mor ”* 
than they are moved : that rheir beſt works are faulty, all their ſens dead 
Iy, all their natures corrupted original.y. Tou hath he quickned, that werfſ ,, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins,Epheſ. 2.1. Yea,we arealogerher ſo dead in ſing} ; 
chat we cannot ſtir the leaſt joynt,no not ſo much as feel our own deadneſs |; 
nor d:/;re life, except Cod be pleaſed to raiſe and reſtore our ſouls fron 
the death of ſin, and grave of long cuſtow,to the life of grace. Apt wear (F 
to all evil, but reprobate and indiſpoled to all grace and goodneſs 3 yea} 
» to all the meanes thereof. -* . 
My powers are all corrupt, corrupt my will : bu 
| Marble to good,, but wax to what 3 ll. | | s KG 
Inſomuch, that we are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think, much leſſe tif w 
ſpeak, leaſt of all to ds that which is good; 2 Cor.3.5. Joh. 15.4, 5. I8 
we have power to chooſe or refuſe the objeRzto do theſe well we have nd wi 
power. We haveabiliry, we have will enough to undo our ſelves, ſcopÞ þe, 
enough hell-ward ; bur neicher motion,nor will co do good : that muit be y,, 


f 

} pur inro us by him that gives both power and will, and power to will. F 
| * Finally,Each ſandtified hearc feels this,buc no words are able ſufficienth x: 
ly to expreſſe, what impotent wretches weare,when we are not ſuſtain yo 
ed. So that we have no merit, but the mercy of God to ſave us : nothin j#a 
bur the blood of Chriſt.,and his mediation to cleanſ? and redeem us : nothing rhe 
but his obedience to inrich us. As for our good works,we are altogether beff ra; 
holding eo Go for them, not God to us; nor we to our ſelyes : beeauſelf af 
they arc only his works in us- | p 
Whatſoever rhou art,thou oweſt to him that mage thee : whatever thou &-1 
haſt,thou oweſt to him that Redeemed thee. Therefore if we do any thing eye 
1 amiſle, let ns accuſe our ſetves : if any thing well, ler us give all the praiſe t{ a { 
"HH God. And indeed this is the reſt of a true or fa!ſe Religion : that whic pun; 
$34.11 reacheth us to exalt Gad moſt, and moſt to depre ſſe our ſelves is the true 
F that which doth moſt prank up our ſelves, and detratt from God, us thi ang 
4h falſe. As Bonaventure well notes. *. ; 2 

F: | Sea. X Ls | ——_ | 
$0.08 Now to wind up with a word of ezhortation ; if thon beeſt convinced cor 
* (BIE10; and reſolyeſt upon a new courſe ; let thy reſolution be peremptory;and thee 
W | conſtant : and take heed you harden not again; as Pharaoh,the Philiſtin any 
#111 the yung man in the Goſpel, Pilate and Fudas did : reſemble not the ironlfl and 
(F(F/ which s no lopger ſoft, than it. is in the fife ; for that good ( ſaith GregoYY love 
[1 | ry ) will do us no good, which is. not made goed by perſeverance. If with life 
theſe premonitions,the Spirit hath youchlafed ro ſtir up in thine heart an wh 

g00Y. 


Eos : yt. 
> . CAS J vo 


ve FF" 


) 


An Experimental Index of the Heart. 5 


F good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey God, in letting thy fins go , 
' quench not, grieve not the Spirit, 1 Theſ.5.19. Return not. with che Dog 
1 to thy vomit ; leſt thy lattey end prove ſevcn-fold worſe than thy beginning, 
44 Matth. 12. 43, 45+ O itisa fearfull thing tg.xeccive the grace of God in 
13 vain! and a deÞerate thing, being warned of a rock, willfully to caft our 
' 3 ſelves upon it. Neither let Satan perſwade you to defer your repentance 3 

F no. not an hour; leſt your reſo{ution proves as a falſe conception, which 
Y never comes to bearing. Beſides, death way be tuddain : even the leaſt 
of a thouſand things can kill you, and give you no leaſure to be ſick, 

Tkirdly,If thou wilt be ſafe from evil worbs, avoid the occaſions 3 have _ 

# no fc]lowſhip with the workers of iniquiry : neither fear their ſcoffs; for ©* 
& this be ſure of, if your perſon and waies pleaſe God, the world will be 
# diſpleaſed with both : If God be your friend,men will be your enemies : if 
7 they exerciſe their malice, it is where he ſhews mercy, Bur rake heed 
4 of loſing Gods favour to keep theirs. 
* Bedatels of a great man,that was admoniſhed by his friends in his ſick- 
# nefle to repent : who anſwered, He would not yet ; for that if he ſhould 
4 recover, his friends and compayions would laugh at him : but growing 
# ſicker and ſicker, they again preſt him : but then his anſwer was, that ic 
# was now to0 late for 1 am-judged and condemned already. 

A man cannot be a Nathamel, in whoſe heart there #s no guile ; but the 
world counts him a fool. But Chrift ſaies,Verily except ye be converted,and 
F become as little children 5, ye ſhall not emer into the Kingdom of Heaven, 

7 Mate.18.3. = 
= ppb, Satan and your deceitfull heart will ſuggeſt unto you, that a 
c1ENLY Religious life, is a dumpiſh and melanchely life : bur holy David will tell 
ſtainf} you, that light is ſown to the righteous, and jy to the upright, Plal. 97.11, 
thing Iſa.65.14. And expefience tells, that earthly and bodily joys are. bur 
thing the body, or rather the dregs of that joy, which Gods people tecl and are 
r beYf raviſhed with. As O the calm, and quietneſle ofa good conſcience ! the- 
cauld} aſſurance of the pardon of fin, and joy of the Holy Ghoſt, the honeſty of 
a virtuous and holy life how ſweet they are. Yea even Plato an Heathen 
tholff could ſay, That if wiſdom and virtae could but repreſent it ſelfto chel 
thing eyes, it would ſet-the heart on fire with the love of ir. And thelike of 
ziſe i} a ſinners ſadneſſe, as hear what Seneca ſaies if there were no God to 
y hich puniſh him, no Devil t9 torment him, no Hell to burn him, no man toſee him : 
true & yer would he nor fin, for the uglineſſe and filthineſſe of fin,and the guilr 
is ti and ſadneſſe of his conſcience. Bur experience is the beſt informer : 
whercfore take the counſcll of holy David, Pſalm. 34.8. 0 taft and ſee, 
© that the Eord is good : bleſſed is the man, that truſteth in him. To which ac- 
ncedy cordeth that of holy Bernard, Good arr thou,O Lord, to the ſoul thar ſeeks 
yang thee 3 what art thou then to the ſoul that finds thee 2 As I may appeal to 
iftinf any mans conſcience, that hath been ſoftned with the union of grace 3 
e 1Yonſ and truly taſted of the powers of the world to comezto him thar hath the 
Jreg'll love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoft : whether his whole 
wit life be not a perpetval halellujah, in compariſon of his natural condition. 
= Whencs they are able to ſleight all ſuch objeGions,as he did ::you rell me 
gout | : thac 
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16 n Experimental Index of the Heart, © 
that ſcrupling of ſmall matrers, is but ſtumbling at ſtraws ; that they be 
bur tries: When 1 know your tongue can tell nothing but truth, I will 
believe you. | 
Filthly, -Beg of Ged that he will give you a new._heart, and when the 
heart is changed,all the members will follow after it,as.the reſt of the crea- 
tres after. the Sun, when it ariſeth, But without a work upon the heart, 
wroughr by the Spirir of God ; it will follow its own inclinationto thar 
which it affedterh ; whatſoever,the judgment ſhall ſay to the contrary : 
That muſt be firſt reformed,which was firſt deformed, 1tis idle,and to no 
purpole to purge the channe!{,when the fountain is corrupt. Whence the 
Apoftle orderly bids us,firſt be-reneed in the ſpirit of our minds ;and then 
let bim that ſtole;ſteal no more,Eph.4.23,24. Yea it 15 Gods own counſell, 
to the men of Feruſalem,Jer.4. Waſh thine heart from wickedneſs: that thou 
maift be ſaved,ver,14. It is moſt ridiculous to apply remedies to the out- 
ward parts,when the diftemperlies in the ſtomach. To what purpoſe is it 
ro cropoff the top of weeds, or lp off the boughs of the tree, when the 
root and ſtalk remain in the carth:as cut off the ſprig of a free, it grows ſtill; 
a bough,an arm, ſtill it grows,lop of, the top, yea ſaw it in the midſt, yer it 
will grow again 3 ſtock it up by the roots, then {and not till then) it. will 
grow no more. Whence it is that God ſaith, Give me thine beart, Proy. 
23.26. Great Cities once expunged, the dorpes and Villages will ſoon 
come in of themſclves : the heart 15 the treaſury and ſtore-houſe of wicked- 
neſs, Mat. 12. 34. ſuch as the hearc is, . ſuch are the ations of the body. 
which proceed from ir, Mat.12.35. Therefore as Chrift ſaith, Make clean 
within,and all will be clean, otherwiſe not, Mat. 23,25. Therefore Davids 
prayer is, Create in me a new heart 0 Lord, and renew a right Spirit within 
me,Pſal.51.10.d0 thou the like, importune him foggrace 3 that yon. may 
firmly refolve,ſpeedily begin,and continually perſevere,in doing and ſuffer- 
ing his holy will : defire him.co nform md. = you ſo, that you may 
neither misbelieve nor .viſlive 3 to change .andwrifie your naureſubdue 
your reaſon,re#:fie your judgment,reform and ſtrengthen, your will, renew |. 
your afje4ions, and beat down in you, whatſoever ſtands in oppoſition 
ro the Scefter of Feſws Chriſt... + : 3-0 AOL: 
Sixthly and laftly 3 if you receive any power againſt your former.cor- 
ruptions, forget not to be thankefull, yea ſtudy all poſſible thankfulneſs. 
For that you and I are not at-this preſent frying in Hell flames, never to 
be freed ; that we have the offcr of grace ere, and glory hereafter ,_ it is 
his unſpeakable goodneſs. And there is nothing more pleaſing to God,nor 
profitable tows ; both for the procuring of the good we want, Or continuing 
the good we have ; than thankfulneſs. He will ſow there, and there onely 
plenty of bis bleſſings ; where he is ſure to reap plenty of thanks and ſervice : 
but who will ſow thoſe barren ſands, where they are ſure not only to be 
withour all hope of a good harveft, bur are. ſure to looſe, both their 
ſeed and labour. Conſider what hath been ſaid, and the Lord give you KWnder- 
ftanding in ail things. And ſo much for the Second Part. An Appendix fol- 
lowes : wherein you have inſtances of all forts : how ſin beſots men. 
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